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 Fishermen at North Pier, Durban 

The sardines have been spotted making their way towards the KwaZulu Natal coastline, 

but sports and recreational fishers still don’t know when they can fish. 

Yellowtail, mussel cracker, baby kabeljou, snoek, cob and red roman are some of species that 

have apparently been available at the Kalk Bay Fish Market this weekend.  

It’s enough to make any fisherman green with envy even if according to Facebook comment most 

were under size. True or not sports and recreational fishers continue to not be allowed to fish 

according to a new Government Gazette notice dated 14 May 2020.                                    

They hope that this is going to change – quickly. A report in the East London Daily Dispatch says 

the annual sardine run arrived off the coast on Thursday.  
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https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2019/10/21/recreational-durban-bluff-gets-whale-heritage-status/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/fisher-folk-resized.jpg
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Flawed 

Citing health risks associated with COVID-19, the lockdown level 4 restrictions remain in force. 

Those familiar with the law say the minister’s reasoning and justification for this prohibition is 

entirely flawed. One such company is Feike Natural Resource Management which recommends the 

recreational fishing sector should take this directive on review.  

It says it is irrational and unsustainable given expert scientific evidence that reiterates the flawed 

bases of this lockdown. 

The directive does extend the validity of all commercial fishing rights, 

permits, licences and exemptions that were issued prior to the commencement 

of the lockdown period until Level 4.Level 3 According to James Lorimer, 

opposition spokesman on environment, forestry and fisheries matters, Minister 

Barbara Creecy told Parliamentary Portfolio Committee members last week that 

recreational and subsistence fishing is being reconsidered for Level 3. 

  There is no documentation to support this yet, although the minutes of Friday’s meeting is still to 

be loaded on the government website. 

However, the Department stresses that they cannot guarantee access for subsistence fishers 

under Level 3. 

Lockdown 4 has been in place since 1 May with no definitive time frame in place although it is 

understood that discussions are under way to move this to Level 3 as soon as possible. 

Appeal 

Meanwhile subsistence fishermen have made an urgent appeal to the Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Forestry asking for immediate amendment to the fishing regulations to 

allow for their survival. 

As for the petitions that have been raised, as some readers point out they seem to “have zero 

impact”. AS one disgruntled Facebook friend writes… “You would think the heavy hitters in the 

industry would bring legal action to force government to make it legal. But none of them have 

done anything but write a letter. Which no one of importance has read…”                      
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Subsistence fishers 

IFP’s spokesperson on Environmental Affairs, Forestry and Fisheries, Narend Singh MP, has also 

raised the matter of subsistence fishermen not being allowed to fish. Subsistence fishers operate 

under the recreational fisher banner. 

This was to Parliament’s online Joint Meeting of the Portfolio Committee on Environment, Forestry 

& Fisheries, and the Select Committee on Land Reform, Environment, Mineral Resources & Energy, 

last week. Singh affirmed that “the individual rights of fishermen and women have been seriously 

compromised”. 

“We appeal to the Minister of Environment, Forestry & Fisheries, Barbara Creecy, to consider the 

subsistence fisher-community when looking at gazetting further regulations for National Disaster 

Levels 4, 3 and 2. 

Singh says: “it is imperative that the Minister weigh the rationality of informal traders versus 

subsistence fisherfolk, who all need to put food on the table”. 

                              ………………………………………………… 


