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A dead giant squid (Architeuthis dux) that washed up on the beach in 2003, off the west coast of 

Spain. 

An exceedingly rare giant squid, found stranded but alive and spouting ink, washed up on 

Britannia Bay Beach, St Helena Bay in the Western Cape. 

The giant squid has become the latest addition to Iziko Museums of South Africa’s marine 

invertebrate collection.  

According to an interesting article on News24, the squid weighs an estimated 200kg to 300kg and 

measure 4.19m in length. It was found by Richard Davies who came across it and filmed the 

encounter.  “It was sad because I could see it was dying,” Davies told News24. 

Where is it now? 

Iziko staff collected the specimen from a holding facility in Saldanha Bay. It was transported back 

to Cape Town. It has been measured and subsampled for DNA analyses and is temporarily being 

stored in Iziko’s new –300C walk-in freezer facility. Once the COVID19 lockdown level is lowered 

sufficiently, the specimen will be documented and preserved for long term storage in the wet 

collection of the Iziko South African Museum.  

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/12/rare-giant-squid-becomes-latest-museum-piece/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/12/rare-giant-squid-becomes-latest-museum-piece/
https://www.iziko.org.za/
https://www.iziko.org.za/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Jean-Fig-2-1.jpg


2 
 

Museum collections 

Historically, giant squid were originally thought to be comprised of several species. However, 

based on DNA analysis of preserved museum specimens, it is now widely accepted that they are 

all attributable to a single species named Architeuthis dux. Newly acquired specimens for 

foundational taxonomic research have the potential for discovery of new species. This underscores 

the need for active museum collections. 

Iziko has at least 19 other Architeuthis specimens, making it the largest repository for giant squids 

on the continent, and comparable with other collections globally.Dr Wayne Florence is a marine 

biologist and curator of marine invertebrates for the Iziko Museums of South Africa. He says giant 

squid are found at depths of between 300 to 1000m in all the world’s oceans, except at the poles. 

The largest squid ever to have stranded on a South African beach measured 9.3m at Soetwater, 

Cape Town, in 1992. It is on display in World of Water on exhibition at the Iziko South African 

Museum. 
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