
Bumper Sardine Run a Feast for All to Enjoy 
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 Bumper sardine runs are not a thing of the past, say KwaZulu Natal 

scientists and fishermen. This year they have been enjoying the scenic 

feast and good catches of King mackerel, Queen mackerel and shad. 

Climate change, commercial fishing pressure and environmental 

shifts have not come into the equation. Instead, the cold spell has 

proved to be especially beneficial, which has seen an increase in 

sardine activity. 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishingindustrynewssa.com%2F2020%2F06%2F20%2Fbumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishingindustrynewssa.com%2F2020%2F06%2F20%2Fbumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy%2F
whatsapp://send/?text=Bumper%20Sardine%20Run%20a%20Feast%20for%20All%20to%20Enjoy%20%0A%0A%20https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/20/bumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy/
whatsapp://send/?text=Bumper%20Sardine%20Run%20a%20Feast%20for%20All%20to%20Enjoy%20%0A%0A%20https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/20/bumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/20/bumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/06/20/bumper-sardine-run-a-feast-for-all-to-enjoy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Sardine-Big-catch-at-Hibberdene-20-June-e1592666119346.jpg


2 
 

Sharks Board report 

This is confirmed by Greg Thompson, Acting HOD: Operations for the KZN 

Sharks Board, who has been taking aerial photographs during sardine spotting 

flights along the coast. He says the dark patches of the sardine shoals can be 

clearly seen off Waterfall Bluff in the Eastern Cape. Says Thompson: “When we 

arrived at Waterfall Bluff, we started to see shoals of sardines, close inshore 

which is unusual in this area. “This activity continued right though to Mbotyi, 

Manteku, Mntafufu River mouth, Poenskop, Port St Johns, Mngazana River 

mouth, Brazen Head, Mpande River Mouth and as far south as Rame Head 

which is where we turned back. “Throughout this area we saw hundreds of 

gannets diving into concentrated shoals of sardines and these birds could still be 

seen further south towards Coffee Bay. I am almost certain that the sardine 

activity continued further south from where we turned.”                                                                                                

Busy time for seine netters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A glimpse beneath the surface of the sardine run action from a diver’s 

perspective. Dr Ryan Daly (underwater photographer) and his spearfishing dive 

buddy Carl Elkington (diver pictured) went spearfishing in amongst the shoals of 

sardines near Scottburgh (KZN South Coast) on Tuesday, 16 June with 

dolphins, sharks and gannets pursuing the bait balls of little silver fish. 

An article by Dr Bruce Mann on the Oceanographic Research Institute (ORI) 

website, mentions that Dr Ryan Daly, a ORI scientist, dived on the shoal earlier 

this week. He took some amazing photographs of the shoals of shimmering 

silver fish. 
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Accompanied by large sharks, primarily bronze whaler, dusky and spinner 

sharks to feed on the shoals, as well as big game fish such as couta fish, tuna 

and snoek, not to mention dolphins, seals, gannets and penguins, it has been a 

busy time for seine net fishermen. 

They have been out in droves netting the fish at various locations between Port 

Edward and Scottburgh. 

Says Daly, “it was just a pleasure to see so many sardines and even after they 

were netted there were still so many more. Enough for the sharks, dolphins and 

the netters.” 

Commenting, he said it is the most sardines he has ever seen on the KZN south 

coast. He said the pandemic meant that, unlike previous years, there hasn’t 

been anyone closely following sardines on the Wild Coast: 

“We don’t actually know how much activity there was on the Wild Coast and 

whether this is just a pocket that showed up on the South Coast, or if it was 

preceded by a much larger volume. We’ll just have to wait to see, over the next 

few weeks, if this is followed by even more sardines. We certainly are way 

overdue for a big run!”                                                                                 

Changing attitudes to sharks  Daly was also struck by the change in people’s 

attitudes to the sharks. “People were releasing sharks from the nets and 

showing respect for these important aquatic animals. This area is a nursery for 

dusky sharks which are endangered, and it was so special to see these sharks 

and the respect people have for them.  Ugu South Coast Tourism CEO, Phelisa 

Mangcu, echoed Daly’s sentiments, saying it has been one of the best sardine 

runs the KZN south coast has experienced in a number of  years: 

“This is only the start of this winter event, and we’re looking forward to ongoing 

marine activity over the coming days. 

                              ……………………………………… 
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