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Bigeye tuna are harvested by South Africa in the Atlantic Ocean. Due to its 

migratory nature and global demand, bigeye tuna are managed by Regional 

Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs). The Atlantic Ocean component is 

managed by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 

Tunas (ICCAT). Source: WWF SASSI 

New management measures have been agreed for tropical tunas 

including the overfished bigeye, and species of sharks and rays. This is 

the outcome of a recent ICCAT meeting held in Palma de Mallorca, 

Spain late last month. 

A greater focus on bringing about meaningful change has also resulted in an 

amendment to the text of the International Convention for the Conservation of 

Atlantic Tunas which has been in development for the past six years. The 

amendment gives ICCAT the mandate to manage oceanic, pelagic and highly 

migratory species of sharks and rays. 

ICCAT is an intergovernmental organisation and one of the  that is responsible 

for conserving tuna stocks in the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent seas. The 

purpose of ICCAT is maintaining stocks of tunas and tuna-like species at levels 

that will permit maximum sustainable catches. 
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The Commission holds a regular meeting once every two years. This year the 

26th Regular Meeting of ICCAT was attended by some 680 delegates from 

countries around the world. The event was opened by Ms. Francina Armengol 

Socias, President of the Government of the Balearic Islands. 

Stock assessments 

In 2019, full scientific stock assessments were carried out for two species: 

yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares) and white marlin (Tetrapturus albidus). New 

projections were also provided for the shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus). 

In total, 12 new Recommendations and five Resolutions were adopted covering 

relevant issues on Atlantic tuna and tuna-like species conservation and fisheries 

management. 

Bigeye tuna 

This year’s negotiations focused on improving the management of overfished 

bigeye tuna. This species is of key importance to many artisanal and small-scale 

tuna fishing communities throughout the Atlantic. 

According to the International Pole and Line Foundation, “it wasn’t until the last 

minute of the final day of the 10-day meeting, that countries significantly 

compromised from their original positions to deliver an agreement. Up to that 

point, it seemed that a green-light for the much-needed improved conservation 

and management measures would not be forthcoming.” 

South Africa’s role 

South Africa, a founding Member of ICCAT, played a pivotal role in the 

negotiations with powerful support from, among others, Brazil, the European 

Union, and Senegal. This was further supported by a constructive proposal 

submitted by Gabon, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, and Senegal. 
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Together, they were able to ensure that new measures were aligned with the 

advice from ICCAT’s scientific body (SCRS) while also recognising and 

respecting the specific abilities and needs of small-scale fisheries and 

developing coastal states. 

The International Pole and Line Foundation says further that a proposal 

submitted last year by South Africa, which was modified over the course of the 

past 12 months with the aim of finding agreement, was finally taken forward 

through a range of proposed amendments. 

TACs agreed 

The adoption of a new multi-annual conservation and management programme 

for tropical tunas is a historic step forward for the Commission which agreed a 

reducing TAC for bigeye tuna of 62500 t and 61500 t, for 2020 and 2021, 

respectively. 

The annual TAC for yellowfin will remain at the current level of 110000 t. In 

addition, in order to reduce the fishing mortality of juvenile bigeye and yellowfin 

tuna, it was also agreed to reduce the maximum number of fish aggregating 

devices (FADs) deployed by vessels and to prohibit the use of FADs for two and 

three months in 2020 and 2021, respectively. 

In early 2020, the Commission will discuss additional measures for the multi-

annual conservation and management programme for tropical tunas.                              

Management measures for sharks 

Several conservation and management measures were adopted for sharks, with 

special attention being dedicated to the shortfin mako. 

The Commission could not reach a consensus on the annual catch limits but 

agreed to impose restrictions for vessels to catch and retain on board, transship 

or land North Atlantic shortfin mako. 
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The Commission also agreed to hold an intersessional meeting in 2020 to 

develop and propose additional measures towards achieving conservation and 

management objectives for this stock. 

For the first time ICCAT established annual TACs for blue shark, of 39102 t and 

28923 t for North and South Atlantic, respectively. 

Marlin 

ICCAT also agreed new rebuilding programmes for blue marlin and white 

marlin/roundscale spearfish, with annual limits of 1670 t for blue marlin and 

355 t for white marlin/roundscale spearfish, beginning in 2020. 

The Compliance Committee noted that some improvements had been seen 

overall in compliance and that progress had been made on a strategic plan for 

future meetings, and that agreement had been reached on continuation of the 

work on the online reporting system. Additional MCS measures were also taken 

by the Commission on vessel sightings and important improvements were made 

in observer safety. 

In addition, the Commission officers received a second two-year mandate. An 

Intersessional Meeting will be held in early 2020 to further review and refine the 

adopted measures. It is expected that the focus will be on developing country 

specific catch limits and associated catch verification mechanisms to improve 

accountability and compliance.                                                                                                

List of adopted Recommendations and Resolutions on: 

fishes considered to be tuna and tuna-like species or oceanic, pelagic, and 

highly migratory elasmobranchs 

 continuing the development of an integrated online reporting system 

 vessel sightings 



5 
 

 protecting the health and safety of observers in ICCAT’s regional observer 

programmes 

 abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear 

 to replace Recommendation 16-01 by ICCAT on a multi-annual 

conservation and management programme for tropical tunas 

 amending the Recommendation 18-02 establishing a multi-annual 

management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the 

Mediterranean 

 amending the Recommendation 16-12 on management measures for the 

conservation of the North Atlantic blue shark caught in association with 

ICCAT fisheries 

 management measures for the conservation of South Atlantic blue shark 

caught in association with ICCAT fisheries 

 to establish rebuilding programmes for blue marlin and white 

marlin/roundscale spearfish 

 to amend the Recommendation 17-02 by ICCAT for the conservation of 

North Atlantic swordfish 

 the conservation of North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in 

association with ICCAT fisheries 

 resolution regarding participation by fishing entities under the amended 

ICCAT Convention 

 resolution on harmonization and improved observer safety 

 resolution to amend the Resolution 18-11 by ICCAT establishing a pilot 

programme for the voluntary exchange of inspection personnel in 

fisheries managed by ICCAT 

 resolution to establish an ICCAT Working Group on Bluefin Tuna control 

and traceability measures 

 resolution to develop initial management objectives for North Atlantic 

swordfish. 

                                          ……………………………. 

 


