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This image captured on 11 August 2020 by the Copernicus Sentinel-2 Mission 

shows the MV Wakashio visible at the bottom of the picture close to Pointe 

d’Esny. The oil slick is the thin black line surrounded by the blue of the Indian 

Ocean. Oil is visible near the boat as well as at other locations around the 

lagoon. Credit: Contains modified Copernicus Sentinel Data processed by 

European Satellite Agency. 

Salvors are hoping they will get all the oil off the stricken bulk carrier, MV 

Wakashio, before it breaks up. But this ecological disaster has wider 
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implications for Mauritius as the oil spill causes damage to Ramsar sites 

and the island’s tourism industry. 

Mauritius has declared a ‘state of environmental emergency’ after the Japanese-

owned vessel stranded on a coral reef close to Pointe d’Esny, an important 

wetland area, on 25 July. The 22 hectares of mangrove that make up the Pointe 

D’Esny are designated as a Ramsar site. 

Onboard was a full payload of 3800 metric tonnes of heavy oil fuel. One of the 

tanks breached spilling oil into the ocean and it was only after about 500 metric 

tonnes of heavy oil had been pumped out of the tank that the flow of 

hydrocarbon stopped. 

Unfortunately, it was already probably too late. Most certainly the bad weather 

over the weekend would have contributed to this and the resulting pollution of 

nearby coral reefs, beaches, and lagoons. 

Extent of oil slick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A photograph showing the extent of the oil spill from the bulk carrier, MV 

Wakashio  

https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/1988
https://rsis.ramsar.org/about
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Satellite imagery shows that the area directly impacted by the oil slick is more 

than 10 times its original size. It stretches 11.5 km along the east coast from 

Blue May Marine Park (another Ramsar site) to the tourism island of Ile aux 

Cerfs.Blue Bay Marine Park is known for its 353 hectares of coral reefs, seagrass 

meadows, and mangroves. It is home to turtles, 72 species of fish, and an 

exceptional coral diversity of 38 species from 15 families. (ref. The 

Conversation) While significant progress has been made to pump the oil from 

the vessel and the authorities were hoping this would be completed today 

(Wednesday), seven skimmers are currently operating in the lagoons. 

The skimmers were brought from Rodrigues island, Reunion island and Greece. 

It has been reported that so far about 375 metric tons of oil and 90 tons of oil 

sludge has been removed. 

A 3200-metre boom has also been deployed to restrict the spread of the oil slick 

and trucks are pumping from the shore to remove oil. 

Ship’s state deteriorating .The salvors say the condition of the ship is 

deteriorating. Hull cracks are extending and new cracks appearing and there is  

a real risk of the ship breaking in two. Tugs have already been positioned to 

take a part of the ship out to high seas, should the need arise. 

Booms have also been deployed to limit movement of the oil slick further 

towards the eastern coast as the weather remains windy and the seas 

rough.Meanwhile the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund is providing financial support 

for community actions. 

Fishermen in the region are also being offered employment with rescue teams 

in addition to the financial relief that the government is providing. It is likely 

their livelihoods have been completely destroyed and the Mauritian people will 

have to eat fish sourced elsewhere for a long time to come. 

                                  ……………………………………………. 
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