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The first of three survey motorboats for the SA Navy. Source: Paramount Group 

The first of three next-generation survey motorboats to support the 

South African Navy’s activities, has been launched by Paramount 

Maritime. 

Specifically, they will serve the South African Hydrographic Office which will also 

eventually take delivery of its own hydrographic survey vessel and a sea boat.  

A third fully operational inshore survey motorboat will remain ashore and in 

reserve. 

According to the Paramount Group’s website, the vessels are being designed 

and built by Veecraft Marine, a subsidiary company.                                      

Features  The 11m length overall (LOA) survey motorboat hosts two twin 
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Volvo Penta duo-prop propellers. They provide for greater fuel efficiency and 

effective and predictable handling alongside a Volvo Penta D3 joystick helm 

control system. 

The vessel’s advanced survey equipment includes multi-beam and single-beam 

echo-sounders. There is also a side-scan sonar and a seabed sampler to recover 

sample material from the sea-floor and underlying sub-strata for detailed 

analytical and testing purposes.  

The boat’s capabilities allow for nearshore shallow water surveys in depths of up 

to 300m. It is reportedly the most advanced survey boat currently in production 

globally.  

It will be handed over to the South African Navy once its sea trials are 

complete. 

The vessel order falls under Project Hotel. It also includes the upgrading of 

current shore-based hydrographic office infrastructure at Silvermine, Cape 

Town.  

The project completion date is August 2023. 

 Veecraft Marine won a tender in April to design and build two twin-screw, 

diesel powered workboats. They will be used at the port of Cape Town. 

The tender includes conventional escort, Light House Services assistance 

and towing support. They are replacing existing vessels which have 

suffered fatigue and recurring breakdowns while trying to assist the more 

than 300 fishing vessels entering the port each year. 
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