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A section of the bulk carrier responsible for the recent devastating oil 

spill off Mauritius, will soon be sunk. The greenies are not happy about 

this and say the government should be considering alternative options. 

The Japanese ship owner is Nagashiki Shipping. The MV Wakashio bulk carrier 

was under charter by Mitsui OSK Lines Ltd. 

Several ships have towed the forward section of the bulk carrier to its planned 

sinking place by several ships. Two Maltese-flagged vessels, the Boka Summit 

and the Boka Expedition, are among them. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/08/25/oil-spill-ship-to-be-scuttled-greenies-unhappy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/08/25/oil-spill-ship-to-be-scuttled-greenies-unhappy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/wakashio-27-003.jpg
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The ship will be sunk to a depth of 3000 metres. This will take place about 40 

kilometres off the south eastern coast of Mauritius.  

Aft section 

Environmentalists are surprised by the speed at which the matter is being dealt 

with. Especially as it is so soon after the remaining diesel was extracted from 

the aft section. 

The aft section remains on the reef. This section of the wreck is expected to be 

dismantled before the start of the cyclonic season in November. 

Removal of other pollutants such as wood, panels and floating debris is ongoing. 

Mauritius Oil Spill an Environmental Emergency 

The London Convention 

In an open letter to the government of Mauritius, Greenpeace Japan and Africa’s 

representatives appeal to the authorities to consult internationally about 

alternative options. 

Of concern is the risk to several whale species and the contamination of the 

ocean with large quantities of heavy metal toxins. Particularly the French island 

of La Réunion. 

Greenpeace also asks the government to respect the London Convention 1972.  

Under this Convention, Malta – the flag state of the vessels towing MV 

Wakashio’s wreck – is required to prohibit and prevent its vessels from dumping 

waste including vessels at sea, if polluting content has not been removed to the 

maximum extent. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/08/12/mauritius-oil-spill-an-environmental-emergency/
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/LCLP/Documents/LC1972.pdf
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According to Article III.a.2 of the London Convention (1972), the deliberate 

disposal of vessels at sea is considered dumping. 

In accordance with Article IV.1.a), read together with paragraph 11(d) of Annex 

I, the dumping of ships at sea is forbidden, unless “material capable of creating 

floating debris or otherwise contributing to pollution of the marine environment 

has been removed to the maximum extent”. 

Greenpeace says: “Even if such cleaning has taken place, a permit must first be 

issued in accordance with the provisions of the Convention.  

“Given how fast the decision was made between breaking of the ship and the 

start of towing we find it highly unlikely that any and all polluting content was 

removed, let alone a thorough permitting process took place.” 

In accordance with Article V.1, dumping without a permit is permissible only in 

a force majeure situation, when it is “necessary to secure the safety of human 

life or of vessels, aircraft, platforms or other man-made structures at sea.”  

“Since the crew of the MV Wakashio had already been evacuated and the vessel 

had broken in two, it is clear that dumping no longer served to secure human 

life or the vessel, and a permit was required,” says Greenpeace. 

Not the end of the story 

The environmental agency also urges : 

 a full public independent investigation into the causes and consequences 

of the disaster, 

 an independent scientific assessment of the ecosystems, and 

 an independent scientific and social investigation of the impact on 

livelihoods including artisanal fisheries. In addition, it urges, amongst 

other things that the government initiate a review of separate transport 
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shipping lines to exclude sensitive regions. Furthermore, that it should 

approach the IMO with a view to the country’s waters being designated a 

Particular Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) with a 50 n. mile exclusion zone for 

transit* shipping.  

As an interim measure the government should also request voluntary 

compliance with a 50 nautical mile ATBA off Mauritius. 

“This oil spill is a tragic and devastating reminder that fossil fuels are toxic, and 

our reliance on them puts both people and the planet at risk,” the letter 

concludes. 

Clean-up 

Survey and clean-up operations of the affected lagoons and shores are ongoing, 

assisted by a team of international experts. 

Artisanal booms that were deployed through the benevolent efforts of the local 

community have played a key role in limiting the spread of the oil slick.  

Foreign experts have recommended that these booms, that are now saturated, 

be removed and replaced by absorbent booms. 

The Mauritius Tourism Promotions Agency claims that 96% of the Mauritian 

coastline remains unaffected by the oil spillage from MV Wakashio. 

The details of the investigation into the incident are not yet known but there is a 

report that the ship diverted more than 100 km from a regular shipping lane. 

There is also a report that two of the ship’s officers have been arrested on 

charges of endangering safe navigation. 
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*Transit ships are called vessels on “Innocent Passage” that are beyond nation-

state control, except if there is an IMO PSSA requiring an ATBA for all ship 

routing.  

                                               ………………….. 


