
Endangered seabirds are being horrifically 
mutilated by fishing industry in South America, 

study finds 

Research finds species such as albatrosses and petrels are being targeted by 
a cruel practice of severing the beaks of birds that get caught in fishing lines. 
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The remains of a Northern Royal Albatross which has suffered bill mutilation. The species 

is classified as endangered (Photo: Fernando Faria). 

Some of the world’s most endangered birds are being killed in barbaric circumstances 

by having their bills severed by fishermen in three South American countries, according 

to a study by British scientists.                                                                                                       

 Research by an international team, including the Natural History 

Museum (NHM) in London, has found that albatrosses and petrels are among eight 

different species which are the subject of a horrific practice by fishermen who cut the 

beaks off birds when they become entangled in their lines. It is feared the mutilations 

may be routine.  

 

‘Much larger picture’ 

The scientists said they have found 45 birds with injuries including the bill mutilations 

and fear the true number could be far higher.                                                              

 Alex Bond, senior curator in charge of birds at the NHM, said: “It’s clear that some 

https://inews.co.uk/author/cahal-milmo
https://inews.co.uk/author/cahal-milmo


operators are literally just taking a blade and cutting the bill off to more expeditiously 

unhook the bird, and then tossing the bird overboard.  

“There is no way to know just how many of these threatened birds are being killed as a 

direct result of injuries obtained from fishermen. The cases we document most likely 

represent a small percentage of a much larger picture.”  

Undocumented 

The museum said the evidence of seabirds being killed on multiple vessels and 

discovery of live mutilated birds suggested the beak severing was a “common 

occurrence” which has hitherto gone undocumented.  

The scientists said they hoped the research would spur efforts to  prevent the cruelty by 

encouraging the introduction of humane deterrents on vessels such as water curtains or 

jet sprays that would stop birds diving for bait lines alongside measures such as setting 

hooks at night.  

They are also calling for education programmes in coastal communities to train 

fishermen as well as the introduction of video cameras and GPS locators on vessels 

while they are at sea.   

                                                          …………. 


