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“Whoever thinks FRAP will happen smoothly is smoking good stuff!” This is the sentiment 

of many people in the fishing industry who have just found out that the opening of 

FRAP2020 applications has been extended by six months. 

The previous date for the opening of applications was 1 February 2021. 

The new key reporting milestones are as follows: 
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• Appointment of FRAP Service Providers: Nov 2020 – Jan 2021 

• Resource Split and Commencement of Allocation of Fishing Rights: Nov 2020 

• Review of Policies (General, Transfer Policy, 12 Sector Specific Policies and FPE Policy 

and Application Forms and Applicable Fees & Levies): Jan-July 2021 (this phase 

presumably concludes end March and not July. As the finalisation of the policies 

commence in March) 

• Update Right Holder and Sector Transformation Profiles: Ongoing to June 2021 

• Finalize and Gazette Policies (General, Transfer Policy, 12 Sector Specific Policies and 

FPE Policy and Application Forms and Applicable Fees & Levies): March – July 2021 

• Call for Application for Commercial Fishing Rights: June/July 2021 

• Adjudication of Applications and Allocation of Fishing Rights: July – Nov 2021 

• Commencement of Appeals Process: Oct/Nov 2021 

• Evaluation and Adjudication of Appeals: Nov/Dec 2021 

This information was presented yesterday to the parliamentary portfolio committee for fisheries. 

Kim Prochazka, the Chief Directorate Fisheries Research & Development, made the presentation. 

The focus was on the status of the marine resource, specifically related to hake, small Pelagics, 

abalone, west coast rock lobster, demersal sharks and linefish. 

The implementation of FRAP 2020 has already been extended by a year. This was to allow the 

Minister and her Department to review and strengthen the allocation processes to avoid possible 

litigation. 

The Department still needs to appoint service providers to bolster its capacity to deliver on FRAP. 

This is due to happen by the end of January 2021. 

Small Scale Fishers 

There was also a second presentation. This was titled “Progress on the Implementation of Small-

Scale Fisheries and the Commercial Fishing Rights Allocation Process (FRAP2020)”. The 

Fisheries Management Team presented the information. 

While it shows that a lot of progress has been made across the four main coastal provinces, the 

Western Cape lags behind.  

Western Cape small-scale fishers want to know when they are getting their 15-year rights. 

According to the presentation the audit report for small-scale fishing right allocations is still being 

finalized.H.S. 

The Minister and her department’s legal team is considering the outcomes of the audit to advise 

on the way forward, according to the presentation. 

Communities are currently allowed access to fish under interim relief measures. This includes 

small-scale fishers as well as initial interim relief fishers. 
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Criticism 

There is a lot of criticism of the high-handedness of officials whom small-scale fishers claim does 

not treat them as equals.  This sentiment has also surfaced in KwaZulu Natal. 

“You promote solutions and expectations that does not take local socio-political dynamics into 

account,” is one Twitter feed. 

“We have had enough of the academic BS that claims to know and understand our situation only 

for some of them to use local and indigenous knowledge to glorify their own status while our 

fishers suffer…” 

Meanwhile rights appeals’ in the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu Natal will be concluded by December 

this year. 

Resources split 

Presently, one of the challenges is that many of the nearshore marine resources that are required 

for the small-scale fisheries sector, are allocated in the commercial sector.  

Clarity is being sought on what resources will be available for the small-scale fishery sector. 

The status of certain nearshore marine resources does not allow for additional allocation/ 

apportionment to be issued. 

A clear resources’ split for the small-scale sector needs to be made available. This has been 

gazetted and is presently out for public comment. 

Coops 

Another challenge for the Department is staff capacity. As the departmental services are not easily 

accessible to fishing communities who represent more than 12 cooperatives in four coastal 

provinces.  

This has necessitated having to find other solutions. The Department says it is looking at various 

options and a proposal will be tabled in due course 

Support programmes for co-ops have been identified and will continue to be provided until 2024. 

Service providers include the OR Tambo District Municipality, Department of Rural Development 

and Agrarian Reform, the National Skills Fund, SAMSA, the South African Fisheries 

Development Fund, Oceana Group, FNB, WWF-SA and the KZN provincial department of 

Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs. 

It is still unclear whether the rights that expire at the end of the December 2020, will be extended. 
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