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The body bag stuffed full of lobster tails found in a green hearse. Source: 

Facebook page 

Today’s interception of a young Cape Town man driving a green hearse 

with a body bag stuffed with 5441 lobster tails, is the perfect example of a 

blatant fisheries crime. 

According to a Facebook post, the 23-year old man from Mitchell’s Plain tried his 

best to look shocked as members of the Gordons Bay Security team unzipped the 

body bag. His resolve soon crumbled though followed by tears of defeat in his 

“innocent until proven guilty eyes”. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/06/lobster-cover-up-not-good-enough-for-wily-security/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/06/lobster-cover-up-not-good-enough-for-wily-security/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/body-bag-of-lobster-tails.jpg
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Unfortunately, this is not the first time and it is unlikely be the last…. 

Rule of law 

This example of corruption and lawlessness and the belief that marine resources 

are unlimited, was the topic of a webinar today. 

It was hosted by Nelson Mandela University’s FishFORCE Academy director, Prof 

Hennie van As. He says corruption is one of the biggest threats to the rule of law. 

“The rule of law is essential for the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies 

and to build effective and accountable institutions.  

“In the fisheries sector corruption also threatens the achievement of some of the 

United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals,” says Prof van As. 

Academic institutions have a critical role to play in this regard. FishFORCE 

Academy has teamed up with the Norwegian Embassy, the One Ocean Hub and 

the UNODC’s Education 4 Justice. Together they provide insight into what can be 

done to address corruption in the fisheries sector. 

These include the bribery of law enforcement officials to turn a blind eye to illegal 

activity, embezzlement, fraud, extortion, conflict of interest and abuse of power 

by senior officials.                                                                                       

Strategies to combat corruption 

In the webinar, Prof van As outlines a number of strategies aimed at combatting 

corruption. These include criminalising it and all activities that undermine efforts 

to root out fisheries crime. 

“There is a need to clarify law and ensure that fisheries and anti-corruption laws 

are practical and implementable… 
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“…also, to disseminate these laws broadly to judges, prosecutors, wildlife 

enforcement personnel, and the general public,” says Prof van As. 

He says with corruption rife even among those meant to enforce fisheries laws, 

developed anti-corruption strategies need to focus on the respective organisation, 

employees, external stakeholders and law enforcement. 

FishFORCE Academy 

The FishFORCE Academy was established in 2016 in the Faculty of Law at Nelson 

Mandela University. It is funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Fish FORCE’s main objective is to improve knowledge and promote intelligence-

led investigations and prosecutions of criminals engaged in fisheries crime in     

FishFORCE has developed a number of courses, which include fisheries trade 

monitoring; basic criminal investigation; enforcement of marine and coastal 

legislation; taking of statements and identifying species and illegal gear typically 

used in fishing. 

                                                  …………………… 

                                                

                                          

 


