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Money for More MPAs to put More Squeeze on Sea Space 

By 
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Did you know that WWF Nedbank Green Trust has approved additional funding to 

increase the number of marine protected areas (MPAs) in South Africa? 

The funding, which was approved in August 2020, is aimed at growing the coverage to 10% of 

South Africa’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 

This will not be good news for some in the fishing industry who have been outspoken about the 

fact that the fishermen themselves have not been consulted, especially small-scale fishers. 

Craig Smith, who jumped ship from the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

(DEFF) to join WWF-SA as Senior Manager: Marine Programme, says while MPA expansion is 

a necessity, it is often not well met by various user groups. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Money+for+More+MPAs+to+put+More+Squeeze+on+Sea+Space&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishingindustrynewssa.com%2F2020%2F11%2F12%2Fmoney-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space%2F&via=Fishing+Industry+News+SA
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Money+for+More+MPAs+to+put+More+Squeeze+on+Sea+Space&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fishingindustrynewssa.com%2F2020%2F11%2F12%2Fmoney-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space%2F&via=Fishing+Industry+News+SA
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/12/money-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space/
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/12/money-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/12/money-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space/&media=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/MPA-cartoon.jpg&description=Did%20you%20know%20that%20WWF%20Nedbank%20Green%20Trust%20has%20approved%20additional%20funding%20to%20increase%20the%20number%20of%20marine%20protected%20areas%20(MPAs)%20in%20South%20Africa?
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/12/money-for-more-mpas-to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space/&media=https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/MPA-cartoon.jpg&description=Did%20you%20know%20that%20WWF%20Nedbank%20Green%20Trust%20has%20approved%20additional%20funding%20to%20increase%20the%20number%20of%20marine%20protected%20areas%20(MPAs)%20in%20South%20Africa?
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/MPA-cartoon.jpg


2 
 

“There is a major interest in extracting the marine resources from these areas, sometimes illegally,” 

he says. 

Safe spaces for fish to breed 

South Africa currently has 42 MPAs, covering 5,4% of the country’s EEZ. South Africa’s 

commitment is 10% in terms of the Convention of Biological Diversity of which we are a 

signatory. 

“MPAs support fisheries sustainability by providing safe spaces in which fish can breed 

undisturbed and protect spawning and nursery areas that let young fish mature into adulthood,’ 

explains Dr Kerry Sink. She is Head of the Marine Unit at the South African National Biodiversity 

Institute (SANBI), which produced the National Biodiversity Assessment. 

“MPAs also serve to maintain healthy ecosystems and will serve as a refuge for marine resources 

as climate change becomes more severe,” she says. 

Enforcement and effectiveness 

‘Together with the associated management authorities, notably SANBI and DEFF, we are taking 

MPA expansion another step forward to work towards the 10% target. This will cover South 

Africa’s 150 marine ecosystems and ecologically and biologically significant areas,’ says Smith. 

“A key part of the South African MPA network project (SAMPAN) is capacitating management 

authorities with training for MPA staff, including legislation and enforcement to improve the 

effectiveness of MPAs. 

“SAMPAN will also partner with the West Indian Ocean Protected Areas Network (WIOPAN), 

so that all the countries involved, including the coastal states up the east coast of Africa and the 

Indian Ocean island states, can benefit from the network’s shared research and resources.” 

Species migration and distribution 

“We need to know what our MPAs are protecting and to understand how they will be affected by 

species migration due to changes in ocean temperatures and acidity levels increasing as a result of 

climate change,” Smith explains. 

“A number of species have already changed their distribution patterns, including anchovy and 

sardine, which are the target species of South Africa’s largest fishery. These have traditionally 

been fished along the west coast, but the bulk has shifted east of Cape Agulhas. 

“This has additional huge socioeconomic implications for the anchovy- and sardine-processing 

factories and employees on the West Coast.”                                                                                              

Managing MPAs   SAMPAN will work on effective adaptive management of the MPAs and 

more effective co-management with adjacent communities. 
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“Managing MPAs, like managing fisheries, is all about managing people; it’s critical if we want 

to conserve our oceans,” says Smith. 

“An important part of SAMPAN is to ensure that the adjacent fishing communities are on board 

for the MPA expansion, participating in their management and deriving benefits.” 

Benefits can include ecotourism activities inside the MPAs, such as boat-based whale watching 

and diving, and businesses, such as aquaponics and aqua ranching. In the Betty’s Bay MPA area 

there is a restaurant owned and run by the community at Stony Point. This MPA is a restricted or 

no-take zone but the local fishers can operate on either side of the MPA and supply the restaurant. 

MPAs vary from no-take to controlled harvesting with a permit to a combination of both. An 

example of this is the Table Mountain National Park MPA, which has six no-take areas within the 

MPA of approximately 1000 km2 with the remainder of the MPA zoned as a controlled area. 

Ownership and small-scale fishers 

If MPAs do not benefit the fishing communities, they do not develop a sense of ownership of them. 

Poaching syndicates will continue to take advantage of the dire socioeconomic condition of most 

fishing communities and use them to supply the illegal trade. 

It is extremely difficult to control poaching without community stewardship and ownership of the 

oceans, as government does not have sufficient capacity. Regrettably, government has not looked 

after the small-scale fishers and the small-scale fisheries policy is yet to be fully implemented. 

“The small-scale fishers have been given a raw deal and waited a long time for redress, which has 

still not happened,” says Smith. 

“During this long wait resources have further declined. They need to be included in the value chain 

such as in the processing and marketing of fish and seafood, as this is where the money is made in 

order to compensate for the declining resources. 

“In this way fishers could possibly reduce fishing effort on over-exploited resources and earn 

decently, thereby giving these resources a chance to recover, which, will, in turn, strengthen 

resilience for communities and marine ecosystems. 

                                                         ……………………….. 

 


