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A useful tool for all recreational fishermen and marine anglers is the new 

marine fish identification App for Southern Africa. It was recently 

launched by the Oceanographic Research Institute. 

The Marine Fish Guide for Southern Africa App has been specially designed with 

the South African marine angler and fish enthusiast in mind. 

It is based on linefish research undertaken over the past 50 years and includes 

the most recent information available. 
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Available for both iPhone and Android, the App profiles a total of 249 species. 

The information has been carefully researched and written so that the content is 

easy to access and understand. 

Features 

Some of the features include: 

• Multiple high quality photos and a drawing for each species. 

• A comprehensive species profile covering description, distribution, habitat, 

feeding, movement, reproduction, age and growth, current status and 

capture. 

• Map of the species’ distribution in southern African waters. 

• Language Search for fish names using their common name in English, 

Afrikaans or by using their scientific name. 

• Fish ID fun section that allows you to work out for yourself what fish species 

you have caught or seen. It is designed as a “smart search”. 

• Compare function enables you to easily compare similar species. 

• Length/ weight calculator for anglers who release their fish but want to 

know what its weight was. Enter the length and the approximate weight is 

automatically calculated. 

• Fish Groups feature consisting of a simple line drawing of the general shape 

of the different fish families. Clicking on the shape will take you to the actual 

images of each species in the family to find your fish. 

• Current linefish regulations for marine recreational anglers. This includes a 

general summary of the regulations as well as species-specific regulations. 

• My List record of your own personal catches or fish observations. 

• Glossary provides a simple explanation of many of the terms used. 

•  

• Accuracy of information 

ORI says it has tried to ensure that the information provided is as accurate as 

possible and will try to keep it regularly updated. 



Please contact fishapp@ori.org.za if you find any mistakes or information that 

requires updating. 

The price to download the App is R199.99. All proceeds from the sale of the App 

will go towards the ORI Cooperative Fish Tagging Project. 

• The Marine Fish Guide App has received a five star rating on the iPhone App 

store and is described as a “must have for any ocean lover”.  
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