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Namibia’s protracted ‘Fishrot’ and ‘Fishcor’ fishing scandal investigations 

are sufficiently complete to move towards prosecution. The news is that 

the ‘Fishrot’ case has been postponed to 5 February, and the ‘Fishcor’ 

case will move to the Windhoek High Court, with pre-trial to start on 22 

April 2021. 

Recently the prosecutor general began court proceedings to strip a wide range of 

assets linked to the six accused, the wives of two of the accused, and 15 

companies and close corporations in which they have a stake. This took the form 

of an interim property restraint order. 
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Yesterday seven men charged in the Fishrot and Fishcor cases appeared in the 

Windhoek Magistrate Court. 

They are former minister of fisheries and marine resources Bernhard Esau, ex-

minister of justice Sacky Shanghala, former Investec Asset Management Namibia 

managing director James Hatuikulipi, Esau’s son-in-law Tamson Hatuikulipi, a 

former senior employee of Investec in Namibia, a former senior employee of 

Investec Asset Management Namibia, Ricardo Gustavo, Pius Mwatelulo, and Mike 

Nghipunya, the former chief executive officer of the National Fishing Corporation 

of Namibia (Fishcor). 

Six of the seven men accused have been detained since 27 November 2019 while 

Nghipunya was arrested in February 2020. 

Abuse of power 

Esau is facing counts of corruptly using an office or position to obtain 

gratification while his co-accused are charged with conspiring to commit the 

offence of using an office or position to obtain gratification. 

Esau, Shanghala, James Hatuikulipi, Tamson Hatuikulipi and Gustavo are 

charged with bribery, fraud and tax evasion, and all six of the accused are 

charged with money laundering. 

The charges relate to allegations that the accused were involved in a scheme in 

which Icelandic-owned fishing companies paid them about N$103 million 

between 2014 and 2019.  

Fishing quotas 

This was to get access to Namibian fishing quotas allocated to the company 

Namgomar Pesca Namibia in terms of a fisheries cooperation agreement 

between Namibia and Angola. 
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The case was postponed to 5 February. 

Esau and Shanghala are members of the prestigious Politburo and Central 

Committee of SWAPO. This is against the Constitution of SWAPO which says 

that missing three consecutive meetings disqualifies them to be a member. 

The accused remain in custody. 

New Fishrot Fiddles and Whistleblower Surfaces 

Fishcor 

Meanwhile, the Fishcor case involving Esau, Shanghala, James Hatuikulipi, 

Tamson Hatuikulipi and Mwatelulo, is also taking shape. 

According to a local news report, Maren De Klerk, the fugitive lawyer who left 

Namibia in January, will also face charges as well as two other people not yet 

arrested by yesterday, and eight close corporations and two trusts connected to 

the accused. 

This brings the total to 19 who will be prosecuted on a total of 26 charges. 

These include six counts of racketeering, charges of the corrupt use of an office 

or position to obtain gratification, and counts of fraud, money laundering and 

conspiring to commit an offence under the Anti-Corruption Act. 

Naming and shaming 

The close corporations named are Tamson Hatuikulipi’s Erongo Clearing and 

Forwarding CC and JTH Trading CC, James Hatuikulipi’s MH Property Projects 

CC, Otuafika Investments CC, which is represented by Mwatelulo, and 

Otjiwarongo Plot Fifty-One CC, through which Esau owns a property at 

Otjiwarongo. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/07/29/new-fishrot-fiddles-and-whistleblower-surfaces/
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Also being charged are the Gwanyemba Investment Trust, represented by 

Nghipunya, Fine Seafood Investment Trust, Fine Seafood Investment CC, 

Ndjako Investment CC and Wanakadu Investment CC. 

The 19 accused are being charged based on allegations that about N$75 million 

in quota usage fees which Icelandic-owned companies were supposed to pay to 

Fishcor, were funnelled to other beneficiaries through the bank accounts of De 

Klerk’s law firm and a company controlled by him. 

A second lawyer, Sisa Namandje who allegedly also transferred monies from 

Icelandic-owned companies to various beneficiaries, has not yet been charged. 

Namibia Government Fish Auctions Flop 

Namibia: 2019 A Year of Accountability 

*According to an article published by Icelandic National Broadcasting Service 

(RUV), RUV’s investigative tv programme Kveikur, Norway’s largest bank DNB 

has closed the accounts of the subsidiary companies of Icelandic seafood 

company, Samherji. 

Payments were reportedly made from DNB accounts of two Samherji companies 

to the Dubai-based Tundavala Invest Ltd which it turns out is owned by James 

Hatuikulipi, the former chairman of Fishcor. 

                                                    ………………………………….. 
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