
New Squid Vessel. A Princess With A Good Story To Tell 

By 

FINSA reporter 
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                Princess Azeemah owned by LeTap Fishing. She will be based in Port Elizabeth. 

About this time last year Tallie Marine was looking for customers for a new catamaran-

design chokka vessel they were interested in building. LeTap Fishing in Port Elizabeth 

bought in to the design and a couple of weeks ago the Princess Azeemah was launched.  

With little fanfare other than some photos and videos posted on the Tallie Marine Facebook Page 

and on other social media, the Princess Azeemah with a bit of help from the factory workers, slid 

off the slipway at St Helena Bay. 

Catamaran-design 

What makes this vessel special is that it is a first-time Tallie Marine has used the catamaran-design 

for a chokka vessel (they previously only built mono hull vessels for the squid industry).  

Antonie Tallie told Fishing Industry News Southern Africa last year that the reason for the change 

in the design was to optimize the cost of the vessels they build by optimising the hull shape. Tallie 

has also changed the keel design through the whole range of hulls they build as well as optimising 

the bulbous bow.  
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Furthermore, fishing trends also change with time and new techniques require updating of fishing 

equipment and processing. 

Specifications 

The Princess Azeemah at 23 metres in length and 8 metres wide will be the biggest vessel operating 

in the squid industry. She will have 12-ton blast freezing capacity in just 20 hours and will hold an 

estimated 80 ton of squid product.  

To get her around she boasts twin 360Hp Doosan main motors as well as two Doosan generators 

of 150kw and 180kw capacity respectively. A lot of power is necessary to run the 3 x 30kw blast 

freezers and 2 x 22kw hold compressor systems. 

GRP trademark 

Holding 20 ton of diesel and 20 ton of fresh water, the Princess Azeemah is constructed from glass-

reinforced plastic (GRP), a trademark of Tallie Marine who has been building GRP vessels since 

1995. 

 The boatbuilder has developed the application of GRP in tandem with its boat designs to meet the 

needs of the market, thereby anchoring itself as a competitive forerunner in the field of building 

GRP vessels, especially in the commercial fishing sector.  

It has built more than 140 vessels of 17 different sizes in the past 20 years. 

Protection for fishermen 

The vessel is also designed to maximize crew comfort with large sleeping quarters (she sleeps 31 

crew) and ablution facilities. It also has a roof covering the whole working deck area. 

This will be of great value keeping the elements off the fishermen especially given that a normal 

trip is about 21 days at sea. All provisions are kept aboard and a dedicated cook is responsible for 

the day to day preparation of food to keep the crew well fed. 

Joining the fleet 

Princess Azeemah will bring to four the number of vessels in the Patel Group squid fishing fleet. 

The family started fishing in 2003 with a wooden vessel known as the Celia.  

When they were successful in obtaining a squid right in the 2005/2006 medium term right 

allocation process, the family decided to build a 45ft vessel, the MV Letap, which was purpose-

built in 2007 by the Sachal boatyard in Vredenburg on the Cape west coast. 
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/Recognising the trend for bigger vessels in the squid industry, the MV Letap was sold and a 

controlling share was acquired in the vessel Vulcan. In 2017 the Patel Group purchased the 

Langusta, followed by the Lady Aqeelah. All these vessels are of the catamaran-type design and 

are proving their worth as are top performers in the industry. 

Black-empowerment 

Knowing the success that catamaran-style vessels enjoy at sea, Imie Patel, CEO of LeTap Fishing 

says : “We regard this this as one small step for LeTap Fishing, but it is one giant leap for black 

economic empowerment.” 

The Princess Azeemah is almost finished with her sea trials and LeTap is waiting on the South 

African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) for the stability book and ratification as well as the 

safety certificate. Thereafter she will be completed and handed over.  

                                                           ……………….. 
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