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Fishermen help remove some of the lobster and other species that have washed up on beaches 

near Elands Bay.

 

Tons of rock lobster have walked out of the ocean at Elands Bay on the Cape west coast 

this weekend, and it seems it is not just lobster.                                                                                 

According to the South African Department of Environmental Affairs, Forestry and Fisheries, 

several other marine species have also washed up on the beaches. They include octopus, white 

mussels and some fish species. 

Although this is a regular occurrence in the summer months of the year on this stretch of the west 

coast, it is a disconcerting sight to witness such a high mass mortality rate.  

The walk out is estimated to be about 200 tons.  

Some rock lobster has been salvaged and relocated. 

Algal blooms 

The cause has been put down to an algae bloom (red tide).  
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Algal blooms result when south-easterly winds bring nutrients from the sea bottom to the 

surface. The event, known as upwelling, causes a population eruption in plankton.  

The density of the algal bloom turns the ocean’s surface red to brown. Over time algal blooms 

naturally die off and disperse. 

An unfavourable north westerly wind is currently keeping the algal bloom concentrated in the 

bay. 

The red tide is estimated to stretch more than 60km from St Helena Bay northwards to Lamberts 

Bay and Doring Bay. 

A north westerly wind has also been blamed for the beaching of thousands of jellyfish at 

Luderitz in southern Namibia this past week. 

Further mortalities expected 

Red tides are common in upwelling regions such as the Benguela where these blooms are 

dominated by a group of phytoplankton known as dinoflagellates.  

In the case of Elands Bay, calm and relatively warm oceanic conditions have resulted in a 

proliferation and congregation of decomposing bacteria that have, through the breakdown of 

dead algae, depleted the available oxygen in the water.  

Their inshore accumulation, particularly during periods of calm often leads to their decay. The 

subsequent development of low oxygen conditions causes marine mortalities. 

The Department has also said that the prediction of light westerly winds over the next few days 

will likely result in further high mortalities. 

Situation Yellow alert 

In terms of its west coast rock lobster contingency plan, the Department has issued a Situation 

Yellow alert. This places all government role players on standby.  

This includes the West Coast District Municipality, Cederberg Municipality, South African 

Police Services, SANDF and Western Cape Provincial Administration. 

The public is asked to stay away from this spectacle and not to eat any of the fish which could 

contain toxins poisonous to humans.  

Side effects include food poisoning, respiratory problems and skin irritations. 

 

                                                     ………………  
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