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The South African Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

(DEFF) recently released the National Environmental Compliance 

and Enforcement Report 2019-20. MYLES MINNAAR of Periculum 

Consult summaries the report as follows: 

The reports aim to provide an overview of environmental compliance and 

enforcement activities undertaken by the various environmental authorities. It 

also gives the general public an overview of the measures being taken by the 

environmental compliance and enforcement sector. The detailed report covers all 

environmental issues from waste and pollution enforcements, to marine and bio-

diversity prosecutions. 
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For purposes of this blog, we look at the criminal enforcements and prosecutions 

in the marine environment, and other interesting findings with regards to 

pollution and non-compliance. 

Prosecution of Environmental Offences in 2019/20 

In 2019/20, the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) recorded 883 criminal trials 

in which a verdict was handed down by a court of law. 

These cases related to offences committed in relation to legislation regulating 

waste and pollution, the marine and coastal environment and protected species. 

These include cases that were investigated by relevant law enforcement agencies. 

Of these verdicts, 857 were finalized through convictions, while 26 resulted in 

acquittals, translating into a 97,1% conviction rate. 

Joint compliance and enforcement operations with Operation Phakisa focused on 

the mitigation of illegal harvesting of marine resources, environmental and Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) infringements, contraventions of maritime safety 

legislation, illicit economy, illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and 

to a certain extent the disruption of the narcotics routes. 

During the 2019/2020 reporting period, more focus was also placed on prevention 

of illegal activities within MPAs, and these activities vary from illegal fishing, 

pollution and any other activity prohibited within the MPAs, the following results 

were yielded: 

1. The M/V PREDATOR was boarded at outer port limits Durban and a crew 

member’s cabin was searched. Twenty packages weighing 6.1kg 

suspected to contain cocaine with a street value of about R 2 million were 

discovered 

2. The Namibian Fishing vessel UKHOZI, was identified by OCIMS transiting 

down the KwaZulu-Natal coast and was within the St Lucia Marine 
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Protected Area. The vessel was tracked by OCIMS IVT throughout the night 

and escorted into Durban. The vessel was charged under the MLRA for 

entering SA waters without a permit. 

3. Five Chinese fishing trawlers were reported moving along the East Coast 

seaboard in proximity to the Port of East London and Amathola MPA in 

route to Sierra Leone. One vessel was boarded off East London and all 

fishing equipment was found to be correctly stored. The vessels were 

tracked by OCIMS IVT as they sailed along the SA coast and no illegal 

activity was detected. 

 

Private prosecution in the context of section 24G applications 

UZANI Environmental Advocacy CC (UZANI) v BP Southern Africa (Pty) 

Ltd (BP) (CC 82/2017) (1 April 2019) 

BP constructed 21 filling stations in Gauteng without the required EAs and 

thereafter submitted a series of section 24G applications in terms of NEMA. Uzani 

alleged that BP had contravened section 22 of ECA, as well as sections 24F and 

28 of NEMA and was granted leave by the Judge President to institute a private 

prosecution against BP in terms of section 33 of the NEMA. As a result, the Court 

found BP guilty. 

                                  ………………………………… 

 


