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Some 4000 massive jellyfish (Chrysaora fulgida) which washed up near Dias 

Point. 

It has been noted again that there is an abundance of jellyfish in the Benguela current. In 

the past week thousands washed up on beaches around Luderitz in Namibia. This is the 

second time since mid-December 2020. Scientists believe this is a sign that all is not well 

with the marine ecosystem. 

Scientists have been saying for years that this phenomenon is the result of overfishing because 

fish and jellyfish compete for similar food resources. 

A dramatic decline in fish populations could theoretically contribute to a substantial increase in 

the abundance of jellyfish. 

Back in 2006 scientists conducted an in-depth quantitative analysis which found that the total 

biomass of jellyfish in the southern African region was about 12,2 million metric tons. 

It was said at the time that climatic changes could not be ruled out as a possible contribution to 

the increasing jellyfish biomass. 

Species found in Benguela current 

The two main species reportedly found in the Benguela current are the Chrysaora fulgida and 

Chrysaora Africana. 

The latest wash up are the massive red jellyfish (Chrysaora fulgida), of which some of them are 

up to 65cm in diameter, reports Jean-Paul Roux of Luderitz Marine Research. 

A 2013 article in ScienceDaily is titled “Boom in jellyfish: Overfishing called into question”. 

According to the article jellyfish proliferate in areas where there are no small pelagic fish such as 

sardines, herring, and anchovies. 

Under normal circumstances small fish eat the eggs and larvae of jellyfish which serves to 

regulate the population. 
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Comparison of ecosystems 

A comparison of the two ecosystems belonging to the Benguela ocean current was made. 

The first ecosystem located off the coast of Namibia showed that fish stock management 

measures were not very restrictive.  

The stocks are barely restored before fishing activities start up again and jellyfish were noted to 

be colonising these coastal waters. 

In the second ecosystem located 1000 km further south, off the coast of South Africa, fishing 

was noted to be tightly controlled for more than 60 years. The jellyfish population had not 

increased. 

Namibia presently has of course a three-year moratorium on pelagic fishing. However, hast year 

scientists were asked by the Minister of Fisheries to investigate whether this status quo should 

continue.  

This has not been communicated. 

New species identified 

The boom in jellyfish is not just a Namibian problem. It has been seen across the world.  

But there is no hard data on the increase in the global population. 

Last year, a new jellyfish species in South African waters, was identified, 

Verena Ras, a young marine biologist from the University of Western Cape identified that a third 

morphotype bears the resemblance of the two species of Chrysaora jellyfish known from the 

Benguela current ecosystem. 

“And now, using a comprehensive collaborative approach analyzing statistical and molecular 

data, we’ve officially discovered a new species of jellyfish in South African waters: Chrysaora 

agulhensis,” she reported. Read the article here. 

Perhaps South Africa’s fisheries management and fishing companies should be paying closer 

attention? 
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