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This is what the magnetic barriers of the SharkSafe Barrier look like. It 

is eco-friendly, keeps sharks away and is harmless to marine life. Photo: 

sharksafesolution.com 

SharkSafe Barrier, the innovative eco-friendly technology developed 

locally that combines magnetic and visual stimuli to deter shark species, 

has received international recognition. 
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Behind this unique product is Innovus, a Stellenbosch University-driven company. 

The developers first trialled the SharkSafe Barrier last year. 

Recognition has come from the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) digital platform 

UpLink which unveiled its second cohort of ocean innovators in late January. 

The platform aims to identify and highlight businesses such as SharkSafe as a 

company with great potential.  

This with a view to accelerating the United Nations’ goals for sustainable 

development. 

Oceans Solutions Sprint 

This recognition was bestowed on the technology provider which participated in 

the second challenge of the Ocean Solutions Sprint.  

This sprint is focused on seeking solutions that address: 

• investing in nature-based solutions 

• restorative aquaculture 

• protecting and restoring coral reefs 

• technology supporting Marine Protected Areas 

Supporting this is the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN); The 

Nature Conservancy (TNC); the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI); and the 

Seychelles Conservation and Climate Adaptation Trust (SeyCCAT). 

According to Professor Conrad Matthee, one of the inventors of SharkSafe 

Barriers™, SharkSafe was chosen as one of 11 innovations with the potential to 

address challenges in the marine environment. 
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The other inventors are Michael Rutzen, Dr Sara Andreotti, Dr Craig O’Connell 

and Prof Matthee. Dr Andreotti and Prof Matthee are from Stellenbosch 

University’s Department of Botany and Zoology. 

last year SharkSafe Barrier™ also won the prestigious NSTF South32’s Lewis 

Foundation Green Economy award.  

This was for outstanding contributions to science, engineering, technology and 

innovation in South Africa. 

What’s next? 

“Over the next few months, SharkSafe PTY will be helped by UpLink to increase 

the impact of the technology in different ways,” says Prof Matthee.  

“This includes mentorship, capacity building workshops, exposure and visibility, 

as well as introductions to potential investors, where applicable.” 

“SharkSafe has now formally joined a growing community of UpLink innovators 

benefiting from the platform.” 

Introducing the top innovators, the WEF said: “The ocean is our lifeline – its health 

is essential to our health. Finding and elevating promising ocean innovations 

wherever they may be, connecting them and helping them scale is crucial to 

ensure we protect one of our planet’s most valuable assets. 

The WEF believes that these innovations have the potential to address some of 

the key opportunities in the ocean space today.” 

Growth of SharkSafe                                                                               Anita 

Nel is Chief Director for Innovus, Stellenbosch University’s commercialisation 

division that houses the university’s technology transfer office.  
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She says since they have become involved in the commercialisation of SharkSafe, 

the project which became a start-up company, has grown tremendously. 

“The fact that the Technology Innovation Agency also invested in them in the past 

is a huge feather in their cap.  

“It is evidence that SharkSafe is a well-run and innovative company which is 

attracting the attention of the world,” she concludes. 

                                                   …………….. 

 


