
UPDATE. Panel to Report on Breaching of 

Estuary Mouth 

By FINSA reporter 03 February 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake St Lucia in KwaZulu Natal province is Africa’s largest and oldest protected estuarine 

system. 

An independent scientific panel will be appointed to address concerns about the breaching 

of the Lake St Lucia estuary mouth in early January. 

This follows widespread public interest in this matter.  

An open letter was also sent to the Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries by a group of 

seven scientists. 

In this letter they expressed their concerns relating to the most ideal management strategy for the 

conservation and preservation of this significant world heritage site. 
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This compelled Minister Barbara Creecy to consult with the iSimangaliso Wetland Park 

Authority about the decision to open the estuary mouth. 

What the panel will do 

The independent scientific panel will advise on: 

• The significance/impact of the opening of the estuary mouth and how this relates to the 

implementation of the GEF 5 project interventions and the St Lucia estuary management 

plan. 

• The exceptional circumstances, as defined in the estuarine management plan, that led to 

the decision to open the mouth, including those of an environmental, social and economic 

nature. 

• The impact of the mouth opening on 6 January on the functioning of the estuary system 

and the wetland system as a whole, as well as the associated environmental, social and 

economic implications.  

• Guidelines for the immediate and ongoing management of the system. 

The names of the panelists will be made public once the appointment process has been 

concluded. 

Response from iSimangaliso 

According to the response received by Minister Creecy, the symposium assessed progress on the 

implementation of the 2016/17 project.  

This project is funded through the Global Environment Facility (known as the GEF 5 project).  

The money is used to assist the ecological restoration and effective functioning of the estuarine 

system. 

The symposium acknowledged that the St Lucia Lake system is a complex dynamic socio-

ecological system.  

The natural functioning of the system is critically important for its natural assets. It is also 

important to the many other ecosystem services it provides to the diverse stakeholders that 

depend on it. 

It further acknowledged that all participants have a strong interest in the restoration and effective 

management of the St Lucia system. 

The ecological challenges concerning the functioning of the estuary led to the establishment of a 

multi-disciplinary task team. Its purpose was to discuss the best adaptive management strategy 

for the estuarine system. 
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In this context it was decided that the UMfolozi River would be assisted to fulfill its role as a 

driver of inlet dynamics. 

To do this the unnaturally high beach berm was removed allowing the system to breach 

unimpeded. 

     ………………….. 

 


