
-                              

Lost Shark Guy Contributes to Protection of 

Endangered Shark and Ray Species By FINSA reporter 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILDTRUST has been pushing its point recently that more needs to be 

done to protect endangered sharks and rays from the deep-sea trawl 

industry. Now the Lost Shark Guy has published a first ever dedicated 

checklist of South Africa’s chondrichthyan fauna. It provides a current list 

of all sharks, rays, skates and ghost sharks that occur in local waters, their 

distribution and current IUCN Red List status. 

Earlier this year South Africa’s commercial hake trawl fishery was surprised when 

several objections were lodged against its’ recertification by the Marine 

Stewardship Council. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/03/26/endangered-sharks-and-rays-and-the-lost-shark-guy/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/03/26/endangered-sharks-and-rays-and-the-lost-shark-guy/
https://www.msc.org/media-centre/press-releases/press-release/south-african-hake-trawl-fishery-celebrates-fourth-certification-to-msc-standard-for-seafood-sustainability
https://www.msc.org/media-centre/press-releases/press-release/south-african-hake-trawl-fishery-celebrates-fourth-certification-to-msc-standard-for-seafood-sustainability
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Giant-manta-ray.jpg
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An independent adjudicator found most of the objections to be valid and the deep-

sea hake trawl fishery had to consult with WILDTRUST. 

Jean Harris, a director of WILDTRUST reports: “Unfortunately, although the South 

African Hake Trawl Fishery did make an effort to address our concerns and was 

re-certified on the 12th of February, endangered species remain at risk from the 

fishery and there is work to be done to fix this. 

“We believe the biggest problem lies with the MSC criteria for ETP species and 

scoring rules, and we will now proceed to engage with the MSC Standard review 

process. Its current version allows threatened shark and ray species, like the 

critically endangered soupfin shark, to fall through the net.” 

The South African Deep Sea Trawling Industry Association (SADSTIA) says 

concerns about the bycatch of sharks and rays are documented in the conditions 

that underlie the recertification. 

“We need more and better scientific data to understand the nature and extent of 

the fishery’s interactions with the species of concern,” says Chairperson of the 

South African Deep-Sea Trawling Industry Association, Felix Ratheb. 

“Thereafter, where required, we can develop management strategies to better 

manage the fishery’s interactions with these species.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wildtrust.co.za/
https://www.sadstia.co.za/
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                                           Lost Shark Guy Monograph 

David Ebert with a Flapnose Houndshark. Source: SAIAB. 

Enter David Ebert, a Research Associate to the South African Institute of Aquatic 

Biodiversity (SAIAB). Popularly known as the Lost Shark Guy, he is spearheading 

global efforts to find and discover little and unknown sharks. He has also 

published a first of its kind monograph for South Africa’s chondrichthyan fauna. 

The monograph titled, “An annotated checklist of the chondrichthyans of South 

Africa” provides a current list of all sharks, rays and ghost sharks that occur in 

South African waters. 

Ebert says, “The monograph provides a quick one-stop reference to determine 

what species are found in South Africa, their distribution and their current IUCN 

Red List status.  

“The monograph provides not only the current scientific names, but also the 

historical names, so you can trace the shark’s genealogical name.” 

The publication of the monograph means that conservationists now have a quick 

reference to determine if a scientific name is still correct or whether it may have 

changed.  

In describing each species, the monograph also provides some interesting 

remarks about it. 

Click on these links to find the monograph: 

https://www.mapress.com/j/zt/article/view/zootaxa.4947.1.1 

http://www.saiab.ac.za/
https://www.mapress.com/j/zt/article/view/zootaxa.4947.1.1
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https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4947.1.1 

NPOA-Sharks 

Following public concern about shark populations along the South African coast, 

the South African Department of Environment Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF) 

released the official report on the National Plan of Action for the Conservation and 

Management of Sharks in South Africa. 

Information on the population status and impact of fisheries on sharks is sparse. 

This is mainly because sharks are mostly caught as bycatch. The lack of data is 

hindering the management and conservation of sharks. 

As a result, for any conservation plan to be effective, it requires accurate 

knowledge of the species involved.  

Therefore, for fishery and management agencies to develop improved 

conservation and management policies to achieve the actions of the NPOA-

Sharks, a monograph like this is critically important as it shows what species exist 

within South African waters. 

MSC assessment criteria misses ETP species 

WILDTRUST’s Harris comments that the problem is that the MSC criteria used for 

recognising Endangered, Threatened and Protected (ETP) species for 

consideration are such that, except for the soupfin shark, all the impacted 

threatened shark and ray species “were completely missed” during the 

assessment. 

Soupfin is predicted to become commercially extinct by 2055 if current catch rates 

across fisheries persist. 

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.4947.1.1
https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-barbara-creecy-present-south-africa%E2%80%99s-national-plan-action-conservation-and
https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-barbara-creecy-present-south-africa%E2%80%99s-national-plan-action-conservation-and
http://www.wildtrust.co.za/
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Spotlight on Soupfin and Smooth Hound Sharks 

“The “invisible” species include all endemic species within the trawled areas, and 

species not already protected in our legislation, regardless of their IUCN red-

listing as critically endangered, endangered, and vulnerable,” she says. 

“Added to this flaw, even though the soup-fin shark was a flagged species, this 

did not help get it protected because the ETP scoring rules disqualified it from 

further consideration.” 

Harris says that this issue could not be addressed as part of the Objection process. 

WILDTRUST intends to take up this shortcoming with the MSC to ensure that 

species in trouble are not ignored in future. 

Commitment from hake trawl fishery 

The South African Hake Trawl fishery did agree, however, to make clearer, 

relevant linkages between the CAP and the Shark NPOA. 

It also committed to more comprehensive and detailed information gathering. 

This with a view to improving understanding of the non-target catch (and 

discarded) composition, specifically for sharks and rays. 

The parties have agreed to recommend to DEFF that a Task Team be formed to 

focus specifically on chondrichthyan bycatch (retained and discarded). 

The South African hake trawl fishery was the first hake fishery in the world to be 

certified by the MSC. It has retained this for the past 16 years. 

South Africa’s Hake Trawl Fishery Re-certified 

Call for Change. Controversy Over Unsustainable Fisheries that Receive MSC 

Certification 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/04/06/spotlight-on-soupfin-and-smooth-hound-sharks/
https://www.iucnredlist.org/ja/search?taxonomies=101602&searchType=species
https://www.iucnredlist.org/ja/search?taxonomies=101602&searchType=species
http://www.sadstia.co.za/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/02/15/south-african-hake-trawl-fishery-re-certified-by-msc/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2018/02/15/call-change-controversy-unsustainable-fisheries-receive-msc-certification/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2018/02/15/call-change-controversy-unsustainable-fisheries-receive-msc-certification/
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