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More fish and shellfish washouts and mortalities have occurred on the 

Cape west coast. This time it seems that the cause is freezing water 

temperatures. 

Recently washouts were reported on the east and south coasts of South Africa. 

This was attributed to a very large Agulhas current meander and extreme water 

temperatures (hot and cold) which caused the washup of fish. 

Marine Heatwave Causes Washup of Fish, Shellfish 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/03/08/agulhas-current-meander-walkouts/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/puffer-fish.jpg
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In the past week, large fish and shellfish aggregations, in the shallow nearshore, 

as well as mortalities and washouts have been noted.  

These have occurred in three different parts of the coast from Elands Bay to north 

of the Olifants River Estuary, in the port of Cape Town, and in False Bay. 

The stressed and stranded animals include sardine, harders, white stumpnose, 

cuttlefish and octopus. 

Surprisingly, no lobster (kreef) walkouts or kills have been reported, whereas in 

False Bay, mostly pufferfish (blaasops) have washed up on the shore. 

The phytoplankton identified at Elands Bay is not toxic and therefore unlikely 

responsible for the fish and shellfish mortalities there. 

The cause 

The Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries says the washouts and 

mortalities are most likely a result of the current icy and anoxic (zero oxygen) 

deep water conditions. 

This is probably driving fish and shellfish into the warmer, shallow and more 

oxygen rich nearshore. Some of these stressed fish then become too weak and 

wash up on the shore. 

Be careful 

A word of caution is that this non-toxic confirmation is only for Elands Bay. It 

does not preclude the red-tide to the north or south also including toxic forms of 

phytoplankton. 

 The Department says it is possible some of the dead fish and shellfish could have 

washed up earlier than thought, and it is probably not safe to eat. 
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The fish mortalities in False Bay are almost exclusively of the evil-eye pufferfish 

(blaasop). There have been counts of 300 to 400 dead fish per km of shore. The 

Pufferfish carry the deadly neurotoxin (Tetrodotoxin).  

There are no reports or data to provide a reason for the adverse water conditions 

or red-tide toxins.  

The public is advised not to eat the fish. Dog walkers should also watch their dogs 

so that they also do not eat a pufferfish and if they do to induce vomiting 

immediately and/or consult a veterinary surgeon. 
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