
  

Namibia Phosphate Decision Delayed, Mining 

Legislation Altered By FINSA reporter 05 March 2021  

 

 

   
The area of Namibia's seabed affected per year. Image supplied by NMP. 

The prospector of marine phosphate will have to wait a bit longer to hear whether their 

license has been renewed to enable them to mine offshore of Walvis Bay, Namibia.  

The judgement which was due early next week has been postponed to 12 April because the judge 

is on long leave. But Namibian Marine Phosphate (NMP) is prepared. They have everything in 

place to start up operations, even the staff they want to recruit. 

Deep seabed mining is a controversial subject mainly because of the effects on ecosystems and 

biodiversity. Recently the WWF released a new report “In Too Deep: What We Know, And Don’t 

Know, About Deep Seabed Mining.”  

The report argues that there are many unknowns and much to do in ocean science, policy and 

industry innovations before any deep seabed mining activities should be allowed to take place. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
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It’s not what Namibia Marine Phosphate wants to hear. Keen to harvest one of the largest 

undeveloped phosphate resources in the world, the company is adamant that by acting responsibly 

no harm will be caused to the marine environment. The commercial fishing industry disagrees. 

Namibia’s Puzzle. Seabed Mining vs the Environment 

>In September 2019 mass protests against phosphate mining in Namibia were held in Walvis Bay, 

Luderitz and Windhoek. Since then, there has been appreciation from the public that jobs will be 

created. Photo: Twitter 

Alignment to national development agenda 

The Namibia Chamber of Mines says the development of Namibia’s marine phosphate resources 

coupled with a fully integrated fertiliser industry are optimally aligned to the national development 

agenda. It will also achieve the goals of Vision 2030, NDP5, the Harambee Prosperity Plan, 

Growth at Home Policy, and the Blue Economy Policy. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/01/31/namibia-seabed-mining-vs-environment-sustainability/
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“These initiatives all aim to improve the quality of Namibian lives and create jobs through 

industrialisation, integration and diversification of Namibia’s economy,” it says. 

Value chains 

“A Namibian phosphate industry will create local value addition of raw materials before they are 

exported, thereby building and promoting regional value chains, bilateral cooperation and 

continuous reform of the business environment to become more competitive. 

“A phosphate industry provides potential for critical upstream, downstream and side-stream 

linkages for the Namibian economy, through value addition, integrated business development, 

logistics services, power, water, skills development and research,” it insists. 

It also means that the local production of fertiliser will render Namibia is no longer dependent on 

external producers for its own requirements. 

Global moratorium 

But environmentalists, like WWF say there will be knock-on effects on fisheries, livelihoods and 

food security, and ocean carbon and nutrient cycles will be compromised. 

WWF, like many other organisations, political leaders and scientists, wants a global moratorium 

on deep seabed mining unless and until the environmental, social and economic risks are 

comprehensively understood; all alternatives to adding more minerals into the resource economy 

are exhausted; and it is clearly demonstrated that deep seabed mining can be managed in a way 

that ensures the effective protection of the marine environment and prevents loss of biodiversity. 

“Industry wants us to think mining the deep sea is necessary to meet demand for minerals that go 

into electric vehicle batteries and the electronic gadgets in our pockets. But it’s not so,” says Jessica 

Battle, leader of WWF’s No Deep Seabed Mining Initiative. 

Innovative solutions needed 

“We don’t have to trash the ocean to decarbonize. Instead, we should be directing our focus toward 

innovation and the search for less resource-intensive products and processes. 

“We call on investors to look for innovative solutions and create a true circular economy that 

reduces the need to extract finite resources from the Earth.” 

The report outlines key environmental and social risks of deep seabed mining and debunks industry 

claims about the need for the practice and its ability to mitigate harm. Given the slow pace of deep-

sea processes, destroyed habitats are unlikely to recover within human timescales. 

Not an isolated activity                                                                                                                                              

  The report highlights that marine ecosystems are connected, and many species are 
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migratory. Therefore, deep seabed mining cannot occur in isolation, and disturbances can easily 

cross jurisdictional boundaries. 

Negative effects on global fisheries would threaten the main protein source of around 1 billion 

people and the livelihoods of around 200 million people, many in poor coastal communities 

The potential value of deep seabed mining has been estimated at USD2-20 billion – a fraction of 

the much more valuable sustainable ocean economy, which annually generates a conservatively 

estimated USD1.5-2.4 trillion, benefiting many states and coastal communities. 

Catarina Grilo, Conservation and Policy Director at ANP|WWF in Portugal says recycling existing 

materials, and being smarter about our production and consumption, should be considered. 

“Supporting deep sea mining as an industry would go against the goal of transitioning to a circular 

economy and against the United Nations Agenda 2030 goals,” she says. 

Can’t protect what is not understood 

WWF-SA comments: “In the South African context we have one of the highest levels of marine 

biodiversity and endemism in the world. This makes for a strong case not to engage in deep sea 

mining until impacts on marine ecosystems are properly understood and key risks mitigated. 

“The fact remains that less than 0,0001% of the deep seafloor has been explored. We cannot fully 

protect what we do not understand. Already there are major global concerns regarding possible 

extinctions, disruption of food chains and release of stored carbon that can accelerate climate 

change as a result of deep-sea mining. 

“The risks to these fragile ecosystems completely outweigh any possible financial benefit. 

Minerals and metals extraction should be contained to existing sources. 

“Moreover, innovative means of recycling minerals and metals should be promoted as a more 

environmentally-friendly solution in providing raw materials rather than destroying the largest 

ecosystem and the least understood ecosystem on the planet for the financial benefit of a few 

mining companies.” 

Change to mining legislation 

In the past few weeks, mining legislation in Namibia has been adapted to prevent mineral license 

holders from transferring mineral licenses to foreign companies or entities as of 1 April 2021. They 

can only do so if they retain a 15% interest in the license. 

Meanwhile all new applications for mineral rights are suspended until 17 August 2021 to review, 

update and align the application requirements and procedures to best practices and a current 

national policy since 1992 when the country enacted the Minerals (Prospecting and Mining) Act. 
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*Also, in recent weeks, environmental groups have been horrified to find out that the Okavango 

Delta, a world heritage site, will be mined if Canadian oil and gas firm ReconAfrica has its way. 

Save Okavango’s Unique Life (Soul), an alliance of Namibian and Southern African civil society 

organisations, activists and international groups promoting social, climate and environmental 

justice, have advised Namibia’s agriculture, water and land reform minister to work with other 

government ministries to introduce an immediate moratorium on ReconAfrica’s current petroleum 

exploration activities in the Kavango region in Namibia. 

ReconAfrica has been given the go-ahead by Namibia and Botswana to explore the deep Kavango 

Basin in the Kalahari Desert for oil and gas. Soul said ReconAfrica hoped to find the world’s “last 

big oil field”. 

                                                                   …………………. 

 


