
New Guide on Behaving Properly Around 

Cetaceans By FINSA reporter  22 February 2021.  

 

< Common dolphins in Algoa Bay Credit Lloyd Edwards Raggy Charters 

Fishing and recreational vessels may not intentionally move closer to 

cetaceans within 300 metres. Knowing how to behave legally and ethically 

around whales and dolphins is the topic of a new guide that has recently 

been published. 

The new guide is one of the outcomes of a study on boat-based whale watching 

conducted near Plettenberg Bay. This sustainable marine tourism project was 

undertaken by the Nature’s Valley Trust in conjunction with Nelson Mandela 

University (NMU). 
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Funding was provided by the WWF Nedbank Green Trust. 

Dr Gwenith Penry is a marine mammal scientist and research associate with the 

Institute for Coastal and Marine Research. She is doing postdoctoral research on 

the Bryde’s whale through Nelson Mandela University’s Institute for Coastal and 

Marine Research. Read the article below: 

Disrupting or damaging to marine life                                                                        

Penry says the intention of the booklet is to inform seagoers about the rules and 

behaviours that could be disruptive and even could be damaging to marine life. 

It is designed to help them understand how best to handle their vessels around 

whales, dolphins, sharks, seals, and seabirds to be found in South African waters. 

The booklet also serves as a useful field guide.                                                                             

It offers illustrations and detailed descriptions of some of the animals you are 

most likely to encounter at sea, and what their common behaviours are. 

‘No-wake” speed 

Marine life is protected by the Biodiversity Act for threatened and protected 

species (Tops legislation). Legally, recreational vessels may not intentionally 

approach a whale or dolphin within 300 metres. 

If the animals approach a vessel of their own accord, the boat operator should 

move away slowly at a “no-wake” speed. 

The research team also found that the approach speed influenced how the animals 

reacted.  

If operators drive at speed towards the animals, they tend to take a long, deep 

dive or change direction or the pod might split off into smaller groups. 



This is highly disruptive as the animals could be socialising or heading towards a 

feeding ground or nursing their young. 

Know the characteristics and behaviours. 

The booklet advises: “Get to know the unique identification characteristics and 

behaviours of our local marine wildlife. Understanding how they behave can help 

you to respect and share the ocean with them, and ensure they are not disturbed 

or harmed in any way.” 

It also says anyone coming across an entangled animal should contact the local 

NSRI or port authority.  

Don’t try to free it yourself. 

The guide, which is useful for skippers and other seafarers, can be downloaded 

at: https://www.naturesvalleytrust.co.za/assets/Uploads/Judge-C-2020-

Recreational-Vessels-rules-and-regulations-for-viewing-marine-mammals-in-

South-Africa-Booklet-DIGITAL-compressed.pdf 

Alternatively, for the Updated Code of Conduct and Operational guidelines visit: 

https://www.naturesvalleytrust.co.za/resources/marine-tourism/ 

                                         ………………………………    
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