
Port State Measures, Africa Works to Curb 
IUU Fishing By  FINSA reporter 17 February 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only three African countries are not party to the Agreement on Port State 

Measures (PSMA). Entered into force in June 2016, it is the first binding 

international agreement specifically targeting Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

The good news is that the PSMA is attracting new members. Last week the 

Russian Federation announced it was becoming a Party to the PSMA. It joins 68 

FAO Members including the European Union and the UK.                                             

The announcement was made last week when FAO Members participated at 

the Thirty-fourth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI). 

COFI welcomed the increase in the number of Parties to the 2009 Agreement on 

Port State Measures (PSMA). They also welcomed the growing global commitment 

for its effective implementation, while encouraging further adherence to the 

Agreement. 
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The Agreement’s objective is to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing by 

preventing vessels engaged in IUU fishing from using ports and landing their 

catches. This applies to fishing and fisheries related activities, including 

transshipment in areas within and beyond national jurisdiction and to vessels 

used for fishing or fishing related activities. 

At a local level 

This week FishFORCE is hosting a Port States Measures Agreement inter-agency 

workshop in Cape Town. It is being attended by SAPS, DEFF, SARS and SSA 

officials as well as Stop Illegal Fishing (SIF). SIF says “cooperation between 

agencies is critical for keeping illegal fishing vessels and illegally caught fish out 

of Africa’s ports.” 

FishFORCE is a collaborative project between Nelson Mandela University, based 

in Port Elizabeth (South Africa), and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

FishFORCE Academy Strengthens Ties 

Country readiness to be compliant with the PSMAIn an October 2020 report 

on the requirements and country readiness to be compliant with the PSMA, it is 

noted that there needs to be stronger implementation of port state measures to 

deter distant water fleets engaged in IUU fishing. “Port state measures should be 

a priority as inspections in port, undertaken as multi-agency efforts, are key for 

addressing illicit activities in fishing in a cost-efficient manner,” the report 

notes.“The number of port inspections and their effectiveness are too low in in 

the region. The best results will be achieved if many states collaborate.” 

Mozambique. Investment Focus on Fish, Aquaculture                                               

Hurdles 

One of the main hurdles is a lack of political will on the part of some governments 

in the region. Another is the need for necessary changes to legislation to ensure 
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that the PSM A can be implemented, and the enforcement of a minimum set of 

standards. The latter regulate a sequence of events; a vessel requesting entry 

into a port, the actual entry into port, inspections and follow-up actions by the 

port State. 

The report suggests that African states could campaign for Angola, Tanzania and 

Comoros to become parties to FAO’s Port State Measures Agreement as these are 

the only remaining states in Southern Africa that are not. 

Fight Against IUU Fishing to Intensify 

Collaboration essential 

It says further African states should develop jointly regional arrangements for 

collaboration and the implementation of port states measures and other relevant 

international instruments. There should also be collaborate on training for 

inspections, including mentoring at work afterwards. Although Stop Illegal Fishing 

does this, the report says this needs to be scaled up and FishFORCE has a clear 

role in this 

Bring Out the Big Guns. Fisheries Crime is Organised Crime. 

During this Thirty-fourth Session of COFI (COFI34), the FAO also confirmed it 

would be further strengthening its USD 20 million Global Capacity Development 

Programme. 

This will support countries in enhancing their capacity to implement the PSMA and 

complementary international instruments. 

                                       ……………………….. 
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