
Latest News. A Mixed Bag for Western 

Cape Small-scale Fishers By FINSA reporter 17 April 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Snoek catches at Lamberts Bay. Snoek is a Green listed fish species. 

Small-scale fishers in the Western Cape are becoming increasingly 

impatient that their concerns are not being addressed. With good reason 

as it is now several weeks since the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and 

the Environment, Barbara Creecy, announced that she was approaching 

the Western Cape High Court to have the entire right allocation process 

reviewed and re-done. Meanwhile, fishing communities are trying to make 

the best of a bad situation. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/author/finsa-reporter/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/04/17/western-cape-small-scale-fishers/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/04/17/western-cape-small-scale-fishers/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Snoek-catch-at-Lamberts-Bay.jpg
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Good fishing over the long Easter weekend did provide relief to some Western 

Cape fishing communities who were able to bolster their income. Severely 

battered by the COVID-19 pandemic which closed markets, they have struggled 

in the past year with many fishers finding themselves having to accept donations 

just to put food on the table. 

The Impact of COVID-19 on Small-scale Fishers 

Coastal communities and marine environments project 

It has become apparent throughout the COVID-19 pandemic that having 

resilience to a changing environment is an imperative. 

This was recently highlighted at the launch of a Coastal Communities and Marine 

Environments project in the rural town of Hamburg in the Eastern Cape. 

The project’s aim is to help small scale fishing coastal communities within the 

Kogelberg region of the Western Cape, and the rural town of Hamburg to build 

and strengthen their resilience to impacts on their livelihoods. This, by promoting 

sustainable fishing practices, enabling fair access to markets for small-scale 

fishers, as well as diversification. 

Funded by the General Representation of the Government of Flanders (Embassy 

of Belgium), the project is a partnership between the World Wide Fund for Nature, 

ABALOBI and the Council for Scientific Industrial Research (CSIR). 

General Representative of Flanders, Dr Geraldine Reymenants, delivered opening 

remarks at the hybrid launch, stressed the importance of understanding local 

contexts, identifying the conditions, challenges, and opportunities within the 

community and, crucially, engaging with the fishers and their communities. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/09/07/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-small-scale-fishers/
https://www.flanders.org.za/
https://www.flanders.org.za/
https://www.wwf.org.za/
http://abalobi.info/
https://www.csir.co.za/
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She encouraged the community to take ownership of the project, pointing out 

that “As a coastal community of small-scale fishers, your relationship to the ocean 

is a very personal, localised one. 

“This provides the ideal framework for a tailored intervention on the ground, 

which will enable your community to thrive economically, but also sustainably 

through a bottom-up, community-based path.” 

New Heritage tour 

In a similar vein, a new initiative in Ocean View, Cape Town, is the development 

of a heritage tour which showcases the area for what it has always been – a 

fishing village where the residents have always relied heavily on the sea for their 

livelihoods. 

But time and change has necessitated diversification, so tourism has been added 

to the mix and thanks to funding from the Transport and Education Training 

Authority (TETA) and training supplied by the Fisheries & Aquaculture 

Development Institute, a group of residents have now qualified as tour guides. 

Most of them come from fishing families and if the inaugural tour is anything to 

go by, in the future guided tours will take in the Hannah Cornelius Centre, the 

Ocean View food garden, “Seven Sisters” mural sites, the Ocean View Care 

Centre, the art of traditional net making and various other cultural activities. 

Open letter to the President 

Also hard at work in recent weeks has been Masifundise’s small-scale fishing 

National Strategic Forum (NSF). 

The NSF has brought together coastal and inland fishing communities from 

KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape, Western Cape and the Northern Cape, providing a 

platform for small-scale fishing communities to explore, analyse and develop a 

https://www.teta.org.za/
https://www.teta.org.za/
https://fadi.org.za/
https://fadi.org.za/
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shared understanding of current political, socio-economic and key emerging 

issues that are affecting them. 

Earlier in March, to coincide with Human Rights Day, Masifundise Development 

Trust Director, Naseegh Jaffer, published an open letter appealing to President, 

Cyril Ramaphosa, for intervention. 

The letter highlights that tens of thousands of coastal and inland fishers and their 

families that continue to be denied access to marine and freshwater resources for 

their livelihoods. 

It also highlights: 

• the heavy-handedness of the Department to the registration of small-scale 

cooperatives, lack of consultation and limited business training, 

• That the National Freshwater (Inland) Wild Capture Fisheries is yet to be 

finalised, which leaves inland fishing communities marginalised and 

criminalised. 

• The threat to small-scale fishing communities, fisheries resources and 

coastal and inland water bodies from the expansion of the Blue Economy 

through the promotion of Operation Phakisa which supports extractive 

activities that destroy the coastline and marine ecosystems. Also that the 

increase in the number of Marine Protected Areas limits small-scale fishers’ 

access to their traditional fishing grounds. 

• That customary rights are overlooked which leaves many small-scale fishers 

prohibited from entering traditional fishing grounds and if they do, face 

being assaulted or murdered. 

International obligations 

The letter points out that several international treaties and accords uphold the 

rights of small-scale fishers and have been ratified by South Africa. 
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These are the Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights; Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights; UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other 

People Working in Rural Areas; and the Small-Scale Fisheries Guidelines adopted 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

By not fulfilling the obligations of the international covenants, South Africa is 

flouting the agreements and not respecting small-scale fishers’ human rights. 

National obligations 

The letter also reminds President Ramaphosa that the right to food is not only 

recognised in Section 27(1)(b) and (2) of the South Africa Constitution, but also 

applies to the amended Marine Living Resources Act Section 2 (m). 

The letter ends by highlighting the issues that need to be addressed. These are: 

• Inclusion of bona-fide fishers (including women and youth) who were left 

out of the Small-scale Fisheries Policy implementation process. 

• The lack of implementation of co-management, inclusion and consultation 

of bonafide fishers in decision-making processes at local and national level. 

• Lack of full and meaningful cooperative training process that can support 

fishers in the management of their cooperatives. 

• Allocation of an economically viable basket of species that SSF entities can 

fully and directly harvest, using their traditional and customary knowledge 

and practice. 

• Revisiting the demarcation of fishing zones and areas, including access to 

marine protected areas, in recognition of small-scale fishers’ human and 

customary rights. 

• Support the development of localized markets for small-scale fisheries 

products. 

• Taking steps to address the criminalisation and insecure tenure of inland 

fishing communities while the Inland Fisheries Policy is finalized and 

implemented. 
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“We remain committed to engage with your government in finding appropriate 

solutions to these difficult challenges and to be part of the solution to this national 

crisis for small-scale fisheries,” the letter ends. 

This week on social media, a very large group of people from the local Pearly 

Beach community are filmed “helping” divers trapped in the sea from being 

arrested by law enforcement officers. 

If this is true of what happened, then the President – and his Minister – should 

be moving faster to resolve the small-scale fishing right allocation process once 

and for all. 

                                            ……………………… 

 


