
  

Seaspiracy Documentary – Making 

Headlines for the Wrong Reasons By 31 March 2021  

 

The Netflix documentary Seaspiracy has achieved what it set out to  do – 
to be controversial. Social media has been abuzz and the filmmakers and 
Netflix are congratulating themselves that the movie is No.1 in at least four 
countries and Top 5 out of 10 in almost 50 countries. 

Referred to as “Sea Shepherd style” it is unlikely to put off most fish eaters for 

life. People have short memories and it hasn’t put them off Cowspiracy, another 

documentary by the same filmmakers. Around the world plenty of people still eat 

beef cuts and will forever do so. 

What the documentary has done, is be thought-provoking.  

Some find it alarmist, not objective, nor very well researched and sensationalism. 

Others call it ‘eye-opening, ‘upsetting’ and swear they will never eat fish or 

seafood again. They are the ones calling it ‘fish murder’, ‘barbaric’, ‘sleazy’ – 

many have never been fish eaters anyway! 

Credibility of sustainable fishing 

If the COVID-19 pandemic has done anything positive, it has been to heighten 

global awareness of the state of the environment. The Seaspiracy documentary 

continues the theme, raising a range of issues relating to the oceans. Among 

them illegal fishing, habitat destruction, unsustainable fish farming practises, etc. 

The credibility of sustainable fishing is also questioned and in particular market-

based certification schemes.  
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While there might be some argument about the interpretation of what is 

“sustainable fishing”, there is consensus that the world is bulging with people and 

they need to be fed. 

Ending fishing? 

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) says in a statement it agrees that the oceans 

face severe challenges but ending fishing is not a realistic solution to solve these 

problems. 

It cites reasons for its stance. These include food insecurity and the need to feed 

protein to a burgeoning population set to reach about 10 billion by 2050. Fishing 

also supports jobs and livelihoods of million of people living in coastal 

communities around the world. 

The Marine Stewardship Council says we should not undermine fisheries that are 

leaders in sustainability but instead recognise the need to accelerate this progress 

globally. More than 400 fisheries are certified to the MSC Fisheries Standard 

globally. 

Right of reply 

MSC says it declined to be interviewed for the film. 

“In short, we felt the filmmakers were unlikely to be balanced or fair given that 

their previous documentary Cowspiracy claimed there was no such thing as 

sustainable fishing, implying the conclusion had been reached before the new film 

was started. 

“We therefore felt that our views were likely to be misrepresented and the 

subsequent controversy surrounding the facts presented in the film and the 

experiences of some of the interviewees, confirm our concerns.” 
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The real agenda 

In conclusion, it would appear that the real agenda is about money. The 

filmmakers make money, Netflix makes money, Sea Shepherd makes money, the 

advertising companies make money, and all the other hangers-on also make 

money.  

If you still doubt this please read this article: 

https://www.sustainablefisheries-uw.org/fisheries-misinformation/ 
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