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Snoek is a tuna pole by-catch, but squid fishers are also offloading tons 

of snoek. This has raised the ire of fishers in the traditional line fishery in 

the Western and South Western Cape who say this is jeopardising their 

livelihoods. 

Snoek is seasonal and this year’s snoek run has produced good hauls. For some 

fishers though, things were a bit tense initially when in the run up to Easter it 

was reported that the Fisheries Branch IT system had collapsed. 

Already squeezed by the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change, snoek fishers 

were afraid they would again lose out on their market. 
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They reacted angrily to the lack of communication from the Department of 

Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) as to when the system would be 

operational again. This resulted in the Democratic Alliance stepping in to help 

with a letter directed to the Minister. 

In it the DA writes: “With the IT system being broken applicants are unable to 

obtain relevant permits. Usually, applicants would also need to produce proof of 

electronic applications before they are allowed to fish, and the collapsed system 

prevents them from doing so. 

“…this places many fishers at risk of being arrested and/or having their boats 

impounded should they attempt to go out to sea.” 

The matter was eventually resolved. 

A high price for a Snoek 

To capitalise, over the Easter weekend particularly, prices for the fish were high. 

A SASSI green-listed favourite, snoek is a traditional favourite of many 

Capetonian families. Having to pay high prices for what is usually an affordable 

dish, did not sit well with members of the public who were paying up to R170 a 

fish! 

Listen Up! Line Fish and Intertidal Resources Here Today, Gone Tomorrow 

By-catch regulations 

By-catch in the South African pole and line fishery tends to consist of other 

species of tuna, yellowtail and snoek. This is because of the seasonality of tuna 

in South Africa’s waters. 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/02/28/listen-up-line-fish-and-intertidal-resources-here-today-gone-tomorrow/
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Previously, access to snoek (Thyrsites atun) and yellowtail (Seriola lalandi), 

caused conflict with the traditional linefish sector when some tuna pole operators 

were found to be targeting these species only, with no or little performance on 

tuna. 

To reduce the conflict between these sectors bag limits per trip were imposed and 

the size of the vessel that could be used was limited. 

The by-catch permit conditions do not specify that squid fishers are excluded from 

catching snoek and reports of squid vessels offloading tons of snoek are not 

denied. 

In fact, operator, Greg Christy, has confirmed the landings. He says in a tweet: 

“I’m sure all the vessels catching the snoek are all legally allowed. Your fight is 

with DFFE and the bycatch permit conditions. 

“Sustaining one’s business and keeping employees gainfully employed do go hand 

in hand.” 

Request for intervention 

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment has been made aware 

of the current status quo. 

Pedro Garcia of the United Fishing Front in communication with Sue Middleton, 

DDG Branch Fisheries today, is hopeful that the matter will be quickly resolved. 

SAUFF issued a news bulletin that reads as follows: 

“The Minister has ordered the immediate intervention by Branch Fisheries to 

investigate the matter. 
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“Wade Theron (Compliance West Coast) has been instructed to stop the 

harvesting of snoek at night with the aid of lights with immediate effect. 

“DFFE acknowledges that there are loopholes in the tuna pole policy which is 

currently under review and permit conditions which may be open to abuse.“DFFE 

will be meeting with the tuna pole sector this week and the DDG will revert to 

SAUFF with the outcome of this engagement. 

“The issue of snoek as by-catch and its impact on the resource will also be 

discussed.” If you are still wondering about the proposed resource split in the 

squid and line fishery sectors, @Feikemanagement reports that it is understood 

that the Minister has made a final decision which will be communicated shortly. 

Small-scale or Not? A Critical Time for the Squid Sector 

Climate change 

One hopes that the issue of climate change has been factored into considerations.                                                                                                    

This is addressed in a November 2020 WWF report titled “Climate Change Impacts 

on South Africa’s Small-scale Fishers and Popular Linefish Species”. 

The report assessed species vulnerability to change i.e. their relative temperature 

sensitivity and adaptive capacity and the potential regional extent of such 

changes, along with the species’ individual degrees of exposure.        The report 

finds that, snoek which generally prefers cool waters, “will probably be severely 

impacted by sea warming, even if actions are taken to prevent this.” 

It found that snoek has a medium risk of climate change while Carpenter 

seabream and geelbek (Cape salmon), which also appears on the edge of their 

temperature range, are highly vulnerable to climate change. 

* The snoek is an elongated, silvery fish that is widely distributed in southern 

Africa, from northern Angola to Port Elizabeth. However, most fish are found 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/23/small-scale-or-not-a-critical-time-for-the-squid-sector/
http://wwfsassi.co.za/climate-change-impacts-on-south-africas-small-scale-fishers-and-popular-linefish-species/
http://wwfsassi.co.za/climate-change-impacts-on-south-africas-small-scale-fishers-and-popular-linefish-species/
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between the Cunene River and Cape Agulhas. The snoek is a medium-sized fish 

that reaches a maximum length of 2m, corresponding to a mass of 9kg. In South 

Africa, adult fish prey mainly on sardine, anchovy and mantis shrimps. 
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