
Know Your Shark Fins. How You Can Get 
Your Own Set of 3D Replicas for Free… 
By  FINSA reporter 11 May 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confiscated shark fins. Source: TRAFFIC Wildlife 

An interesting article appearing on the TRAFFIC Wildlife website invites 

readers to test their skills on identifying shark fins. It is just what customs 

officials worldwide have to do in order to fight the illegal shark trade. 

Luckily they now have help in the form of 3D replicas. 

Did you know that there are over 40 shark and ray species listed in the CITES 

Appendices? Many of these are targeted for their valuable fins, mainly for 

consumption in Asia. 

Mis-declaring the relevant species on customs permits is one of the main ways 

sharks are traded illegally around the world. The difference is that customs 
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usually don’t have a multiple-choice sheet, reference photos or training, and they 

have to ID fins against over 1000 potential shark species. 

At the same time as looking out for drugs, weapons, and other contraband. This 

is where the use of technology comes in to play. 

TRAFFIC Wildlife has 3D scanned printed and painted 22 shark fins from the 

CITES-listed species to assist with training. The support tool for frontline 

enforcement officials is proving invaluable in the identification of shark fins in the 

international trade. 

Rather than tell you everything you need to know about this, visit the article 

at https://www.traffic.org/3d-replica-shark-fins/the-story-behind-the-3d-shark-

fins/ 

You’ll find out which sharks are more sought after and of a higher value. A South 

African shark scientist came up with the idea of making 3D printed fins, based on 

real dried shark fins, and a South African prosthetics company assisted with the 

painting of the replica fins. 

They of course had to be as lifelike as possible and then QR codes were attached 

to enable law enforcement officials to scan them on their phone and obtain 

detailed guidance on the key identification features of that specific fin. 

Quite ingenious and fundamentally critical to global shark conservation. 

Now go and check out TRAFFIC Wildlife’s full how-to guide and shark files for 

printing and painting.                                                                                                  

Spotlight on Soupfin and Smooth Hound Sharks Shark Study. Genetic Research 

Sheds Light on Managing Local Species 
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