
Good News Story. First African Penguins 
Released at De Hoop Nature Reserve 
By FINSA reporter 17 June 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Did you know there's an African Penguin & Seabird Sanctuary at Gansbaai? It 

provides rehabilitative care to diseased, displaced, injured, oiled and 
abandoned marine birds. It is funded by the Dyer Island Conservation Trust. 

Re-establishing a penguin colony is not for the faint-hearted, but the 
concerted efforts of conservationists has paid off with the release last 
week of 30 juvenile African Penguins at De Hoop Nature Reserve. 

Fishing Industry News has been following the plight of the endangered African 

penguin Spheniscus demersus for a while. 
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It is a population that has been under threat for several years mainly because 
the penguin’s source of food has moved away from historic feeding grounds 

on the Cape west coast. 

According to Birdlife South Africa, some of the problems have been a shift fish 

stocks, competition with the fishing industry, and a lack of safe breeding sites. 

Predator proofing 

De Hoop Nature Reserve did originally have a colony of African Penguins but 

they were scared away by caracal. 

To prevent this from becoming a recurring problem, two years ago Birdlife 
South Africa, in partnership with Cape Nature, designed and constructed a 

predator-proof fence to ensure that, this time, the penguins would be safe. 

To further entice penguins to re-colonise the area, life-like penguin decoys and 

penguin calls are being broadcast over loudspeakers. 

This has been helping to create the impression that penguins are breeding 

there. 

Meanwhile, the Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal 

Birds (SANCCOB) has been hand-rearing penguins. 

Some of these birds have now been released at De Hoop Nature Reserve. 

Most were hatched from abandoned eggs rescued at the Stony Point penguin 

colony. They were incubated at the organisation’s Table View facility. 

SANCCOB reports that there was an unusually large number of eggs earlier 

this year which indicates trouble, usually caused by unusual weather 

conditions and lack of food. This results in adult birds abandoning their nests. 

SANCCOB is banking on the fledglings setting up home at the De Hoop colony, 

returning to breed in the next three to six years. 
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All the penguins have been individually marked with Passive Integrated 

Transponders. This is to monitor their progress. 

GPS trackers have also been fitted to two of the African penguins. 

To read more about this project, read the articles : 

Going All Out. African Penguin Protection Stepped Up 

Environment. Action to Halt Decline of African Penguin 
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