
Celebrating Marine Protected Areas and 
Securing the Future of the Ocean 
By  FINSA reporter 21 July 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
             The breaker line along the De Hoop coast. Photo: Stock 

Next month South Africa will become the first country to celebrate 
marine protected areas, but some fishermen groupings are not quite as 
enthusiastic. Despite this there is a school of thought that KwaZulu 
Natal’s coastline and fish stocks must be protected and conserved 
whatever the cost. To persuade readers there is also the opportunity to 
join a free one-hour virtual tour of four MPAs. 
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On Sunday 1 August 2021, South Africa’s 42 marine protected areas (MPAs) 
will be acknowledged for what they represent – places that allow marine life 

to thrive, reproduce and grow. 

These crucial habitats, which play a huge role in the conservation of marine 
biodiversity, cover 5,4% of the country’s EEZ. South Africa’s commitment is 

10% in terms of the Convention of Biological Diversity of which we are a 

signatory. 

Conservation Strategist at South African Association for Marine Biological 

Research (SAAMBR), Dr Judy Mann, says: “While many people are aware of 
the importance of terrestrial protected areas, such as nature reserves and 
game parks, few understand that the same level of protection can – and must 

– be afforded our ocean life as well. 

“These are effectively the ‘Kruger National Parks of the oceans and an 

investment in our own future well-being,” she explains. 

Readers are invited to join the live virtual tour of the iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park MPA, uThekela MPA, De Hoop MPA, and Dyer Island and Table Mountain 

MPA. To register for the tour click the link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NUIo0MvOTcKJDHwB4C4aw

g 

What subsistence fishers say 

While the scientific community justifies that MPAs protect a cultural heritage 
and help over time to improve catches for fisheries in a sustainable way, some 

fishing sectors are not persuaded. 

Ahead of the deadline for public submissions on the Draft Management Plan 
for the Aliwal Shoal MPA, the KZN Subsistence Fishing Forum expressed 

reservations over the extension of Marine Protected Areas (MPA). 
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At the heart of the problem is that implementing further restrictions on sea 
space by way of no take zones will force many subsistence fishermen into 

poverty. 

“The reality is that many underprivileged coastal residents depend on fishing 
for their survival, and while the restrictions in the next 10 years may result in 

a higher fish population and an increase in marine life, the impoverished 

humans may not live to enjoy these benefits,” says the forum. 

However, in a positive move, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 

Environment (DFFE), Ezemvelo, and ORI, met with the fishing forum to discuss 
the matter. Previously subsistence fishermen had been overlooked in the 
consultation process. Read the article to find out how this group of fishers fit 

into the picture: 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2020/11/12/money-for-more-mpas-

to-put-more-squeeze-on-sea-space/ 

Oil and gas exploration court case 

According to the forum, industrial and other pollution is a much bigger threat 

to marine life than fisherfolk trying to eke out a living. 

Aliwal Shoal is a popular major dive site where ‘raggies’ aka ragged-tooth 
sharks are in abundance for five months of the year. The offshore reef in the 
MPA is made up of soft and hard corals including sponges and fossilised 

sandstone. 

The reef lies 5 km offshore from the Umkomaas River mouth, close to the 
coastal town of the same name. The marine protected area extends 18.3km 
along the coast between the Mzimayi and Umkomaas river mouths and extends 

7km out to sea. There are shipwrecks within the MPA borders. 

Aliwal Shoal is one of seven MPAs that will at risk of significant impact if Sasol 

and Eni get their way to drill for hydrocarbons. 
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UPDATE. Back to Court as SDCEA Challenges Oil & Gas Exploration Approval 

The matter which went to court on appeal in mid-June, is not yet resolved. Eni 
has since signed an agreement to produce hydrogen in Egypt, while Sasol has 
partnered with the Industrial Development Corporation to develop the green 

hydrogen market in South Africa. 

Marine scientist, Jean Harris, points out that six of the seven MPAs are 
designated according to the provisions of the National Environmental 

Management: Protected Areas Act (NEM:PA). 

They are all supported by the National Environmental Management: Integrated 
Coastal Management Act (NEM:ICMA), which “intends to ensure that coastal 
and marine environments are afforded a high degree of protection in the 

interests of the whole community and for the benefit of future generations”. 

At odds with this is a statement by the African Energy Chamber which 
announced last week that it will encourage African countries to boycott 

companies that boycott African oil and gas. 

https://www.petroleumafrica.com/if-you-boycott-africas-oil-gas-sector-

africa-will-boycott-you/ 

Climate change 

The review challenges the authorisation on several grounds; most notably the 
Environment Minister’s failure to have proper regard to climate change 

impacts, impacts on the (relatively unknown) deep sea environment, marine 
protected areas and other key biodiversity areas located in close proximity to 

the proposed drilling areas. 

This week we heard that new climate change guidelines are being incorporated 

into environmental impact assessments and other licences. Read the article: 
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https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/07/19/climate-change-
guideline-incorporation-into-environmental-impact-assessments-and-

licences/ 

METT 3 report 

Meanwhile the results of the most recent assessment that was conducted with 

managers and staff of 22 MPAs and three island nature reserves in 2018, have 

been published. 

Working closely with the DFFE, WWF developed a Management Effectiveness 

Tracking Tool (METT) to assess and report on the progress of MPAs in South 

Africa. 

The SA MPA METT 3 report: State of marine protected area management 

effectiveness in South Africa, highlights the priority areas for each of the MPAs. 
It uses a scoring system incorporating the traffic light system (green, orange 
and red) to highlight areas where the MPA management authority is required 

to take urgent action. 

Red shows priority areas, while orange denotes areas that need basic 
management, and green is for optimally managed areas. These include 
amongst others, funding, staff capacity, staff knowledge about cultural 

heritage and biodiversity and working with researchers to human resources 

and health and safety, to restoration of degraded areas. 

The report states the barriers and highlights key areas that each MPA should 

address to ensure that they meet their objectives and maintain effectively 

managed MPAs. 

                                                                                     ………………………. 


