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Algoa Bay as Appeals Overruled 
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           A bird's eye view of Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth). Photo: Pixabay. 

Development of a sea-based aquaculture development zone (ADZ) in 
Algoa Bay, Gqueberha (Port Elizabeth), is to go ahead. This follows a 
long wait for the outcome of numerous appeals lodged by interested 
parties. 

In 2019, there was a protracted public participation process which included 
protest action. This was followed by a total of 34 parties objecting to the 

proposed aquaculture development zone in Algoa Bay. 

PPP Starts. Algoa Bay Fish Farm Application Submitted 

They had many reasons to do so. The grounds for appeal included impacts to 

the African penguin colony, tourism and water sport and the risk of pollution. 

Then there was the risk of shark attraction, and impacts associated with alien 

species and on wild fauna and flora. Significant wave heights and extreme 

weather was also listed as a concern. 
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Other reasons given were that the conditions of the previous appeal decision 
had not been met, and the mitigation measures were not effective. There was 

also failure to consider I&APs’ comments. 

Those who appealed were both individuals and organisations. They included 
the Nelson Mandela Bay Business Chamber, Wildlife Environment Society of 

SA, Nelson Mandela Bay Tourism, Algoa Bay Conservation, and Birdlife South 

Africa. 

UPDATE. Fish Farm Appeal Process Extended 

Decisions 

The 42-page decision by the Minister of Justice and Correctional Services, Mr. 
R Lamola, focused on the main appeal topics. He then provides considerable 

detailed analysis of the appeal topics. These are summarized as follows: 

• proposed finfish ADZ at the Algoa 7 precinct. This is located in close 
proximity to the Addo Elephant National Park Marine Protected Area 

(MPA). The argument is that the proposed ADZ will impact the 
functionality of the MPA. 

• marine spatial planning in terms of the Oceans Economy component 
of Operation Phakisa. The objectives of the Marine Spatial Planning 

Act, 2018 (Act No. 16 of 2018) (MSPA) are to ‘promote sustainable 
economic opportunities which contribute to the development of the 
ocean economy through coordinated and facilitated good ocean 
governance’. he makes the point that the Department is currently in 

the process of developing an MSP for Algoa Bay in terms of the MSPA. 
• alternatives such as the Swartkops Estuary rehabilitation. 
• Site selection. This includes distance from a suitable port, water 

depth, water temperature, upwelling cells, exposure to waves, 

turbidity and pollutants associated with river mouths. Then there are 
harmful algal blooms, reef areas and sensitive marine habitats, MPAs, 
and archeologically important shipwrecks, and existing commercial 

activity. 
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In all instances, the Minister overruled objections in favour of the specialist 

reports included in the Final EIA. 

The appellants have the option to take the process to judicial review. They 

have 180 days to institute proceedings. 

Algoa Bay Declared a Whale Heritage Site 

Response 

According to Algoa FM radio station, the Nelson Mandela Bay Business 

Chamber has issued a statement. This does not appear on the Chambers 

website or Facebook page. 

It apparently “notes with caution the government’s decision to dismiss the 

appeals process by different stakeholders against the proposed Algoa Bay fish 

farm. 

It says further that “while it supports the principle of sustainable development, 

it remains concerned that the fish farm development may pose threats to 

related sport and eco-tourism activities.” 

The other appellants have not commented as yet. 

Aquaculture. Coega’s New Fish Farm Zone Progresses 

                                        …………………….. 

 


