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Future to Leave a Sustainable Legacy 
By  FINSA reporter 07 July 2021 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Nuwejaars Wetlands Special Management Area (NWSMA), close to Cape 

Agulhas, is a unique conservation venture. Photo supplied. 

World Environment Day in early June saw the launch of the UN Decade 
on Ecosystem Restoration. This sparked a similar call from various 
organisations doing some interesting work with local and other African 
governments. This gives impetus to the annual Clean Rivers campaign 
which kicks off this week. 

Government initiatives such as the Clean Rivers campaign with calls on the 
public to stop pollution freshwater resources, are welcome, but it is the private 

sector and the public that generally carries the flag. 
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Working for Wetlands programme 

One organisation working with various African governments is consulting 

engineering and infrastructure advisory firm Zutari. 

In South Africa, the company has for more than a decade been providing 
planning and engineering support for the Working for Wetlands programme. It 

has also undertaken numerous studies that highlight the benefits of protecting 
catchments and the management of invasive alien plants in terms of 

maintaining water security. 

Ecological restoration is a critical part of adapting to climate change. Wetlands 
are high-value ecosystems that serve as natural infrastructure. Recent studies 
indicate that between 35% and 60% of South Africa’s wetlands have already 

been lost or are severely degraded. 

“The benefits of ecological restoration have also been integrated into our water 
resources management and planning projects, including catchment 
management strategies and rural infrastructure guidelines, comments Zutari 

Technical Director James Cullis. 

Ecosystem restoration means assisting in the recovery of ecosystems that 
have been degraded or destroyed, as well as conserving the ecosystems that 

are still intact. Healthier ecosystems with richer biodiversity yield greater 
benefits such as more fertile soils, bigger yields of timber and fish and larger 

stores of greenhouse gases. 

“Ecological restoration is critical to achieving a ‘resilience dividend’ due to the 
many co-benefits that can be attributed to functional ecosystems as part of an 
integrated solution to address the current and future development challenges, 

particularly in Africa,” concludes Cullis. 

Wetland Ecological Recovery Project Returns Lost Species 

Unique Desert Research of Wetland Marine Ponds 
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Sustainable Legacies strategy 

Environmental firm and infrastructure delivery company AECOM is another 

such company addressing the need for environmental and social impact 

assessments (ESIAs) depending on the requirements of a particular project. 

In April, AECOM launched its Sustainable Legacies strategy for achieving 

ambitious environmental, social and governance (ESG) objectives. 

It is based on four key pillars: to embed sustainable development and 
resilience across the company’s work, improve social outcomes for 

communities, achieve net-zero carbon emissions, and enhance governance. 

“No matter what kind of work we do, on whatever kind of project, we always 
need to apply ESG principles within that context,” highlights Elisabeth 

Nortje (Pri.Sci.Nat., Prof. EAP), Market Sector Lead – Environment, Africa. 

“There is a thread that runs through from planning to decommissioning as to 
how you bring in the various kinds of environmental specialists throughout 

that process in order to address local authority and national legislative 

requirements.” 

Update on Environmental Compliance & Enforcement 

The Sustainable Legacies strategy also points to the growing importance of 
ESG as both a value system and a business imperative. There is an increased 
scrutiny from both shareholders and the broader public as to what projects 

and industries a company chooses to become involved with, and the impact 

that this has on brand awareness and corporate culture. 

“I think that there has definitely been an awakening or a realisation, both at a 

corporate and public level, that the current global growth trajectory is 

unsustainable and needs to be urgently redirected.” 

Nedbank Green Trust anniversary 
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This is reiterated by the WWF Nedbank Green Trust which celebrated its 

30th anniversary in June. 

The partnership between Nedbank and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF 
South Africa) has raised more than R350 million for the funding of about 300 

major conservation projects. 

These aim to educate people on environmental and sustainability issues, 
conserve endangered species and freshwater ecosystems, as well as fight 

against climate change. 

New global research, conducted by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) and 
commissioned by the World Wide Fund for Nature, shows that public interest 
in, and concern for nature, has risen markedly (16%) in the past five years. It 

continues to grow during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“People all over the world, particularly in emerging markets, are increasingly 

aware of the planetary crisis, and this is affecting their behaviour. 

“In a clear validation of a growing trend, concerned individuals, non-profit 
organisations, businesses, governments, and society are acting on their 
concerns over nature loss in an assortment of ways,” says Augustine Morkel, 

manager of the WWF Nedbank Green Trust. 

Money for More MPAs to put More Squeeze on Sea Space 

Clean Rivers Campaign 

Which is why the Department of Water and Sanitation has put its faith in its 
Clean Rivers campaign and the public to voluntarily clean up streams, 

wetlands, dams, canals and any other freshwater source they come across. 

The campaign coincides with Nelson Mandela Month which encourages 
individual acts of kindness aimed at making an imprint and changing the world 

around them. 
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This year – as was the case last year – the national COVID-19 regulations are 

in place and do not permit people to gather to conduct clean-ups. 

“We therefore urge for people to do the little changes. Stop polluting streams 

by unlawfully dumping,” says the Department’s spokesperson Sputnik Ratau. 

He adds that the benefits of healthy rivers are tantamount to the nation’s 

health and economy. 

The Blooming State of South Africa’s Dams, Rivers and Ecosystems 

Clean Rivers Campaign, New Tool to Help Environment 

“Communities benefit from clean and healthy rivers. Clean and fresh water 

assists communities in their daily activities including consumption, cooking and 

washing,” he said. 

Adding to this, benefits of healthy rivers also assists the country’s economy as 

different types of plants grow in and on the banks of rivers. Some of the plants 
provide communities with building materials such as roofing for huts and or 

houses. 

Communities also use reeds and other wetland vegetation to make baskets, 

mats, curtain blinds and handbags, thus encouraging economic activity. 

                                                                                   ……………………….. 


