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The South Durban Community Environmental Alliance (SDCEA) is 
challenging the government’s decision to allow ENI South Africa and 
Sasol to explore for oil and gas off the KwaZulu Natal coastline. 

SDCEA filed a review application in the Pretoria High Court last week. It wants 
the court to revisit the decision by the Deputy Director General: Mining, 

Minerals and Energy, to grant the authorisations. 

It also wants the court to review the rejection of the appeal. 

Offshore. KZN Oil & Gas Exploration Appeal Lodged 

In October 2019, SDCEA appealed the environmental authorisation for the 

project. 

The appeal was rejected by the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the 

Environment, Ms Barbara Creecy, in December last year. 

The appeals of 46 other appellants were also rejected. 

Grounds for review 

The review challenges the environmental authorisation signed by Minister 

Creecy. 

Grounds for review include that no proper regard was given to climate change 
impacts, impacts on the (relatively unknown) deep sea environment, marine 

protected areas, and other key biodiversity areas located in proximity to the 

proposed drilling areas. 
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The southern area of interest, Block 236, also overlaps with an irreplaceable 

critical biodiversity area. 

Furthermore, SDCEA points out that intangible heritage resources associated 

with the coastal environment have not been considered.                              

Setting precedents     

SDCEA says that this case has the potential to set ground-breaking precedents 

about the assessment of all future oil and gas exploration activity. 

This in the context of climate change and the need and desirability of all future 

projects. 

In addition, how the authorities must decide applications for environmental 

authorisations to undertake activities in marine and coastal areas. 

Authorization of new oil and gas activities runs contrary to South Africa’s 

climate change commitments, including its commitment to the Paris Climate 

Agreement. 

Climate Change, Fishing Communities Pay the Price for Fossil Fuel, Mining 

Profits 

                                      ……………………. 

 


