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Governments, scientists, academics, business, communities, and individuals, all 
have one thing in common. Nobody escapes the impact of climate change. This 
topic is, and has been a worldwide conversation for many years, and it is 
certainly nothing new to fisheries. The only difference now is that the begging 
bowl is out there, and there is sufficient interest that some academic institutions 
see an opportunity for focused research while making money out of the subject 
too. 

Fisheries and climate change 

Six years ago, veteran fisherman and activist, ANDREW JOHNSTON wrote about the impact 
of climate change on fisheries in the August 2015 issue of Fishing Industry News Southern 
Africa. 

He referenced a particular book: “A Good Life. The Guide to Ethical Living” (edited by Leo 
Hickman) which offers a guide through the moral minefield. 

Johnston wrote: 

“Climate change will affect fish and their habitats. Warmer temperature will influence the 
abundance, migratory patterns and mortality rates of wild fish stock and determine what 
species can be farmed in certain regions. These climatic effects on fish will have social and 
economic consequences for people dependent on fisheries and aquaculture –from workers to 
coastal communities to consumers of fish.” 

“The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the most respected 
body of climate change experts in the world, brought out three landmark reports which stated 
that unless current emissions trends are not just slowed but reversed global temperatures could 
rise by 4 degrees Celsius by 2050 and 6 degrees Celsius by 2100. 

“When we finally woke up to the reality of global warming, a phenomenon that according to 
the vast majority of climatologists is now most definitely upon us, not only by heavy industry 
and our appetite for transport, but also by our domestic lifestyles.  

“Over the course of a year our homes and gardens are actually responsible for more carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions than the family car.” 

Johnston’s article continued as follows: 

The biggest financial support from sponsors and public to civil society groups is given to the 
big four – religious, environmental, woman rights and animal protection. The millions of 



2 
 

Dollars, Euros and Pounds to fund research and N.G.O.’s for the world to be saved from 
forthcoming doomsday disaster, are astronomical. 

It has become fashionable among speakers within civil society groups at fishing conferences 
to present environmental (climate change) or gender issues as their wondrous topic and most 
times not only distract but significantly pollute the real causes that face the vulnerable fisher 
folk. 

It is not only gender or environmental, problems or to acquire equality but more importantly it 
is liberation, free from prejudice, marginalization, economic oppression and their physical and 
concrete needs. 

Poverty and traditional knowledge 

Climate change is presented as if it is the only issue, but it is only a component of much larger 
societal problem of poverty that the small-scale fishers face. 

The issues climate and environment is distracting from the fact that many fisheries-dependent 
communities already live a precarious and vulnerable existence because of poverty, lack of 
social services, and abuse. 

The fishing communities have long been subjected to adapting to the forces of nature and 
natural disasters which they regard not only as an act of God. From their experiences they 
accept that the temperature changes in water affects the weather and the ocean’s conditions. 

Around the Table. Science vs Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

They claim that doomsday predictions by alarmists and mystiques have been with us for 
decades especially on climate change catastrophes. 

Drought, floods and calamitous weather this they say are determined by El Nino (Christ Child), 
the periodic warming of the equatorial waters around the Pacific Ocean and it’s cooler sister 
the stormy La Nina (Girl Child) which is the cooling of the ocean both which occurs at regular 
cycles. 

In today’s world the fishing people’s views on climate change have led them to be regarded by 
climate change promoters as moronic and they ignore their traditional knowledge and refuse 
to participate in any debating on the subject with them. 

A Potpourri of Fisher Folk Superstitions, Beliefs and Omens 

CO2 and global warming 

The critics question whether CO2 is sufficient enough to have any effect on trapping heat as it 
is a very weak greenhouse gas and it will require an amplifying mechanism to be effective. 
They claim that the predicament of CO2 (ineffectiveness) has yet to be identified, isolated, 
explained in detail and proven precisely what the supposed amplifier is. 

The scientific cynics of global warming state that the scientific analysis on climate change does 
not withstand close scrutiny and that the theories on climate change is implausible and 
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misleading and the advocates of global warming computer models are incorrect, much to crude 
and pure mythical hocus-pocus. 

The most popular advancement of global warming is the pictures of glaciers crumpling. But 
glaciers have been persistently retreating and advancing for centuries, not to CO2 but to the 
changing patterns of sun radiation and there is increasing evidence that the Earth’s climate 
responds to solar magnetic activity and the heating and cooling of the oceans. 

Stain on The Horizon. Ocean Acidification Could Be Killing Sodwana Corals 

Fixation with maximisation 

When Al Gore the chief front man (An Inconvenient Truth) of global warming came to South 
Africa, his agenda on meeting President Nelson Mandela was to develop a large gas field in 
Mozambique on behalf of the oil company, Enron which gives thought to whether the” truth” 
is just a convenient lie. 

Climate Change, Fishing Communities Pay the Price for Fossil Fuel, Mining Profits 

The lesson from this controversial subject is not to accept all the theoretical academic 
presentations but rather analyze it, challenge and question it, taking into consideration our own 
local expertise. 

The world will be better off if we discontinue and stop deforestation, over-development, 
pollution, and irresponsible industrialisation. 

The fixation with maximization rather than sufficiency will not result in any benefits to society 
or the environment and we have to acknowledge that climate change cannot easily be separated 
from social justice. 

Climate Change and the Importance of Sea Defences 

2021 Ministerial Climate Change Meeting, UK 

Fast forward to 2021 and it seems nothing much has changed. 

In July South Africa’s Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment Minister, Ms 
Barbara Creecy, was present at the Ministerial Climate Change Meeting in London, UK. 

From her speech it seems she had one goal in mind – to encourage developed countries to 
invest in low carbon projects in emerging markets, including South Africa. 

She made the point that for African countries to transition from fossil fuel dependency to 
renewable energies requires sustainable financing solutions “from a variety of sources, public 
and private, bilateral and multilateral including alternative sources of finance.” 

In other words, African countries simply cannot afford the price tag of large-scale infrastructure 
investments needed across the continent. 

The banks put this at about USD108 billion annually by 2025. 
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New Draft Guideline for Climate Change Impact Assessments 

Needs and priorities of developing countries 

Beyond that the Minister urged, is a commitment (by developed countries) to a collective goal 
of USD750 billion a year by 2030. This from a floor of USD 100 billion for the period 2020 – 
2025, taking into account the needs and priorities of developing countries. 

                                                                       ……………………….. 


