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Remember the 2013 story about the fleet of tuna boats and 
military patrol vessels for Mozambique? Well, the most recent 
development of is that the former Mozambican minister of 
finance, Manuel Chang (2005 to 2015), will now be extradited 
to Mozambique to stand trial. 

The news comes about on the eve of the start of the trial of the other 19 people 

implicated in the case in a Maputo court today. 

This has been a burning issue with the South African, Mozambican, and US 

governments ever since Chang was arrested in Johannesburg in December 
2018 for taking part (with co-conspirators) in schemes of securities fraud 

between 2013 and 2015. 

At the heart of it was the dilemma over where Chang would be extradited – to 
Mozambique or to the USA? The USA wanted Chang to be extradited there to 
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stand trial because it said most of the investors who had lost millions, were 

based in the USA. 

Mozambique, on the other hand, said Chang should be tried for his crimes in 
his own country. Furthermore, that this was important because the country’s 
credibility is at stake in relation to various international conventions to combat 

criminality to which it is signatory. 

This includes the UN Convention against Corruption, UN Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, SADC Protocol against Corruption, AU 

Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption. 

The schemes in which Chang was involved, were large loans exceeding USD 2 
billion by banks, companies and persons based not only in the USA, but also 

France, Switzerland, Holland, Britain and the United Arab Emirates. 

The loans were made to companies under control of the Mozambican 

government. 

The loans were meant to fund maritime projects that would benefit 
Mozambique. Instead, he diverted the funds to government officials in the form 

of kickbacks and bribes. 

At the time the hidden debts corruption scandal rocked Mozambican business 
circles and society in general. It has had a profoundly negative effect on the 
economy, one of the more obvious impacts being a sharp reduction in essential 

donor funding.To read more: Chang extradition dilemma paralyses SA 

President Ramaphosa (polity.org.za) 

Or 

TIP: Type in ‘Mozambique’ or ”Ematum into the Search bar to 
access all the articles that will give you the background to this 
article. 
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