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Another exemption has been announced for the squid fishery, 

imports and export permits, and fish processing 

establishments (FPEs). Before the exemption expires all 

persons or operators to which this applies, must apply online 

for their permits, licenses, and other related authorisations. 

Please note this is not applicable to recreational fishers. 
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The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) issued a 

press statement late today in which it says it has been under pressure to issue 

permits due to various reasons. 

DFFE says the backlog has been mainly due to administrative problems, 

specifically the need to improve its information technology systems to enable 

officials to work and process permits from home due to the high COVID-19 

infection rate. 

Squid sector 

Despite this, the DFFE claims that considerable progress has been made with 

the exception of the squid sector, both commercial and small-scale. For this 

reason the exemption has been extended a further month to 30 September 

2021. 

It is applicable to all small-scale right holders and commercial exemption 

holders who do not have valid permits to fish in their respective sectors for the 

2021/22 fishing season. 

Follow the Trail of News…. the Squid Sector 

The proviso is that they do not exceed their effort-based allocations for the 

2021/2022 season. 

They can also use vehicles and trailers of their own choice to transport their 

catches from landing sites to their nominated FPEs but these modes of 

transport must adhere to the required transport permit conditions. 

Furthermore, exemption holders who have not applied for their permits, nor 

submitted an amended application in line with apportioned 2021/2022 crew 

per vessel, should forward this together with their original application where 

this is still relevant. 

Right and exemption holders in the squid fishery can also use any vessel of 

their choice to harvest fish provided the vessel is already operating in the squid 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/07/27/eastern-cape-squid-small-scale-fishers/
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sector. This means that the vessel of choice will already have met the 

requirements for having been issued a license and the specifications, which 

enable it to operate in the squid fishery. 

If a vessel is not yet operating in the squid sector, then application must be 

made to obtain approval to use the vessel in the fishery. 

The squid sector recently returned to sea following wage negotiations which 

are still to be resolved. Read the article: Chokka Squid Industry in Limbo as 

Protest Action Threat Upsets Fishing 

FPEs 

FPE permit holders with a valid permit to process fish and fish products and 

who have concluded processing agreements with right holders and exemption 

holders in any sector, can continue to do so. 

The same applies to FPEs who do not have a valid permit provided they adhere 

to their 2021 FPE permit conditions. 

Exporters and Importers 

Exporters / importers of fish and fish products who do not have a valid permit 

are allowed to continue exporting / importing their products provided they 

have already applied for the necessary permit which needs to accompany the 

consignment. 

A copy of the applicable expired 2020 and 2021 permit/s must also accompany 

the consignment. 

All outstanding export / import permit applications that are covered by the 

current and previous exemptions will not be considered beyond expiry of this 

exemption. 

Should the applicant still require an export / import permit after the expiry of 

the exemption, then an application will need to be resubmitted to 

https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/07/27/chokka-squid-industry-in-limbo-as-protest-action-threat-upsets-fishing/
https://www.fishingindustrynewssa.com/2021/07/27/chokka-squid-industry-in-limbo-as-protest-action-threat-upsets-fishing/
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cscapplications@environment.gov.za together with the original permit 

application. 

A detailed breakdown of the mass / quantum exported per right / exemption 

holder as well as copies of the necessary documents required for the export / 

import of fish and fish products, must be submitted to 

cscapplications@environment.gov.za 

The whole mass of the fish that is exported / imported can not be more than 

the mass / quantum of fish allocated to a right or exemption holder with a 

2020 and 2021 permit. 

Online permit application system 

All electronically submitted applications must still comply with the all the 

requirements of permits, licences and other related authorisations. 

These must include a levy clearance letter which can be got from the 

Directorate: Revenue Management. If there is a problem obtaining a levy 

clearance letter please email WRooifontein@environment.gov.za 

Please retain all paperwork that proves an application has been submitted, and 

payment has been made. In addition, and any other supporting documentation 

such as a copy of an email to the Customer Services Centre, and proof of 

exemption. This this information will need to be made available to Fishery 

Control Officers on request. 

Reaction 

Feike Environmental Management’s Shaheen Moolla, was quick to comment 

on the late notification from the DFFE. 

Critical of the workings of the DFFE, Moolla points out that line fishermen, 

hake, horse mackerel and tuna fishing companies, still don’t have permits to 

fish. Some of these, he says, have been outstanding since November 2020. 
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Over the past few days line fishermen have been taking advantage of the 

snoek run off the West Coast, and “will not be stopped from earning a living.” 

                                                                                     ……………. 
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