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    Ms. Azwihangwisi Faith Muthambi. Photo: Parliament of South Africa 

Faith Muthambi’s appointment as Chair of the Forestry, 

Fisheries and the Environment Portfolio Committee is not a 

popular choice of public servant. In fact she is known for 

creating problems, not solving them, and it will take a lot of 

convincing that she is the right person for the job. 

The ANC shake up of the parliamentary caucus has attracted mixed reaction. 

Faith Muthambi’s appointment, replacing Eastern Cape MEC Fikile Xasa, is not 

exactly favourable, but as former chair of the corporate governance and 

traditional affairs committee she is credited for its tough stance towards 

floundering municipalities. 
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Unfortunately her chequered work history is tainted by controversy, some of 

which has landed her in court. Her critics include the EMS Foundation, a not 

for profit organisation, established to look after the advancement and 

protection of the rights and general welfare of wild animals, children, elderly 

persons and other vulnerable groups in South Africa and Africa. It is waving a 

red flag in the form of a public statement that should serve as a warning to all 

fishing sectors. 

For the uninitiated the mandate of a parliamentary portfolio committee is to 

operate as the people’s representatives. It’s function is to consider and process 

any legislation referred to it; exercise oversight over the Department and 

entities reporting to it; consider international agreements referred to it; 

consider the budget vote of the Department and its entities; facilitate public 

participation on its processes and consider all other matters referred to it in 

terms of legislation and the Rules of Parliament. 

The committee’s oversight work includes site visits where committee members 

are meant to ascertain directly from citizens at ground level whether the 

government is delivering on its promises. 

Muthembi has been a member of the National Assembly since 2009. She has 

had her fair share of notoriety none of which has been particularly well 

received. As Communications Minister, some of it has landed her in court. 

Such was the case over her appointment of the Chief Operating Officer of the 

the SABC, Hlaudi Motsoeneng, later found to have abused his position of power 

and committing fraud and maladministration. 

She was found to have acted irrationally and unlawfully, and according to 

Parliament’s final report on the SABC inquiry in May 2017, she had politically 

interfered in the public broadcaster and had displayed incompetence. 

That same year she was also fingered for Gupta leak revelations. This was 

confirmed when she testified at the Zondo Commission of Enquiry into State 

https://emsfoundation.org.za/the-ems-foundation-gives-red-card-to-faith-muthambis-appointment/
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Capture in May this year. According to her she shared confidential Cabinet 

documents “with people I was allowed to”. 

The civil action organisation, Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA), is 

another critic. It laid charges of treason against her as Minister of Public 

Service and Administration in July 2017. Even members of the Parliamentary 

Monitoring Group agreed that she should be charged and sent to prison, OUTA 

said at the time. 

In August 2019, a complaint was laid against Muthambi, then chairing the 

portfolio committee of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, for 

allegedly misleading Parliament. 

The EMS Foundation says it would be remiss not to question her appointment 

and is concerned that pressing environmental issues of local – and global – 

concern will not be treated with the sensitivity they deserve. 

“It goes without saying that the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 

Environment does not need any further negative publicity.” 

A Daily Maverick investigation sums her up as a “Zuma wrecking ball”, “trailing 

a history of structural damage and dishonesty”. 

“It sends a strong signal that whatever committee in the ANC made the 

decision is either unconcerned about the looming problems of the climate crisis 

and biodiversity collapse or is unaware of them.” 

Noting Muthambi’s ability to ascend to positions of power, the article notes 

that she is a spendthrift, wasting about R300 000 on hosting guests for her 

budget vote in 2017, and then ditching a date with MPs to explain herself. 

Although she didn’t make it on to Ramaphosa’s Cabinet she did “pop up in 

diverse positions across the country.” These included the Parliamentary Labour 

Committee, at Zuma’s court appearances in Durban and in Tshwane where the 

National Executive Committee met. 
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The Democractic Alliance (DA), reacting to the news of the appointment of 

several new chairpersons of portfolio committees, refers to Muthambi as a 

“recycled and highly controversial figure who represents everything Parliament 

is supposed to oppose.” 

As has been noted on social media, Muthambi’s ominous presence “boggles 

the mind how someone this incompetent; this corrupt, this incredibly unsuited 

for any position in the public service can be appointed chair of the FFE PC.” 

                                                                     ……………………….. 

https://www.da.org.za/2021/08/new-committee-chairpersons-another-anc-attempt-to-disarm-parliament
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