
  

Fight for Power. Will the Ongoing Bad 
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West coast fishermen and women want to have input into decisions that affect 
their communities. 

The fight for power takes on new meaning in different parts 
of South Africa. Eastern Cape and KwaZulu Natal 
communities and business have indicated their support for 
the Karpowership Project, while in the Western Cape the 
focus is very much on wind energy development and 
promoting the province as a green-tech hub for future 
economic prosperity. The ongoing bad press for this project 
does however seems to be driven mostly by environmental 
activism, and the various groups certainly appear to have a 
case. 
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Just yesterday the international press reported that Karpowership turned off 
its generators on its two barges which provide power to Lebanon, effectively 

plunging a quarter of country into the dark. It claims it is owed more than 
USD100 million and has not been paid in 18 months. Earlier this month it 
looked like the ships would be seized after a local television station reported 
corruption allegations relating to a power contract. Karpowership of course 

denies this. 

This is precisely the type of scenario that frightens local organisations, 
environmental activists, and the public at large. In the three South African 

ports where Karpowership is hoping to place its ships, namely Saldanha, 
Richards Bay and Ngqura (Coega), the response from the public has been 

mixed. 

Planned projects for KwaZulu Natal and the Eastern Cape 

In KwaZulu Natal, Economic Transformation Committee chairperson in the 
Musa Dladla Region, Nathi Nzimande, is on record that the investment of 

Karpowership SA in Richards Bay is welcomed. 

“We welcome any kind of support offered to the community. If the project 

promises to create jobs and skills development, we want it,” he said. 

He also commented that environmental concerns should not be disregarded 
but that he “has trust in institutional arrangements of the country as there are 

certain permits that must be obtained, prior to the inception of the project.” 

Others expressing their views on social media, disagree. The general 
sentiment is that “these ships are not bringing jobs to our shores, they are 
bringing a 200 plus billion debt and an environmental disaster waiting to 

happen.” 

An exception is the Eastern Cape’s Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan 
Municipality Local Business Committee (LBC) which wants the support of 
Karpowership in the region. It says this project will go a long way to helping 

emerging and medium size businesses but doesn’t consider the local fishing 
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industry to be of particular importance.                                                                                                      
 The commercial squid fishing sector operates from Nelson Mandela Bay 

and contributes millions of rands in foreign exchange to the economy annually. 
It has already had to take issue with oil exploration and drilling off the coastline 

and the reawakened nuclear project plan for Thyspunt near St Francis Bay. 

LBC is taking to the streets this week to march to Transnet’s offices and hopes 
to garner the support of the more than 5000 businesses whom they say will 

benefit from not being held to ransom by “white monopoly capital”… 

Western Cape 

The west coast fishing communities in and around the port of Saldanha are 
vehement that the Karpowerships are not welcome. Various beach protests 

have been held and fishers say: “We can’t eat money; we can’t drink oil.” 

The Devil is in the Detail. Paying the Price for Powerships  

In September, the National Energy Regulator granted three generating 

licences for the three ports of Saldanha, Ngqura (Coega) and Richards Bay. 
Although currently these are considered hollow because of all the checks and 
balances Karpowership SA still has to traverse, this decision has left the 
country in the dark as no explanation has been forthcoming as to why these 

licences were issued at all. 

At the first ever Oceans Tribunal, a representative from the coastal community 
of Saldanha testifying on behalf of her community commented: “I am stunned 

by Nersa’s decision. We are on record to government and in the media, that 
we do not want the Karpowerships anchored off our shores for 20 years. It will 
scare away our fish and do who knows what to the marine life. And when that 
happens, we will starve to death. I am not being dramatic. This is a real 

consequence for coastal communities” she says. 

Nersa licence approvals unacceptable 
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The Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse (OUTA) agrees. It says in a statement it 
is unacceptable that Nersa approved the licences given that the Department 

of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment has refused the environmental 

authorisations. 

There is also the absence of a fuel supply agreement, a fuel pipeline licence, 

port authorisation, Eskom has also not agreed to enter into a power-purchase 
agreement, and in December a legal process alleging failure of due process, 
including corruption and nepotism, will get underway assuming the case does 

not get postponed. 

As an ordinary citizen witness to the ongoing blatant theft of public money 
over the past decade, or even longer, one has to wonder about the presiding 
Minister of the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE)  who 

appears to be both blind – and deaf – and hell bent – on doing what he wants 

at the expense of what the South African public actually wants. 

He has according to Bloomberg.com even gone as far as to throw another 

lifeline at the Karpowership deal by extending the deadline a further four 
months to the end of January 2022 in the hope of getting financial and 

regulatory approvals finalised.” 

“Uproot the DMRE” Campaign 

If he hasn’t got the message yet he should be paying attention to the 
thousands of youth leaders, civil society groups, trade unions, and grassroots 
movements under the Climate Justice Coalition who took part in nationwide 

actions in South Africa in late September. 

The actions were part of a campaign dubbed “Uproot the DMRE”, aimed at 
drawing attention to the need for a transformed Department of Mineral 

Resources and  Energy (DMRE). Basically they want him gone, summed up by 
Alex Lenferna of 350Africa.org who says “We are sick and tired of Minister 
Mantashe and the DMRE pushing forward corrupt, polluting and expensive 
energy and mining projects, like the powerships, fracking, and new coal 

power.” 
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Spokesperson for the Green Connection, Liz McDaid, says: “This all still smells 
very fishy. She accuses the DMRE of not wanting to consider alternative 

emergency energy options, and says “more than just an embarrassment, these 
types of quick-fix solutions which are proposed come with a hefty price tag, 
should be a lesson to the DMRE that the solutions to South Africa’s energy 

poverty lie in working with the people in this country. 

Fiduciary responsibility 

The Centre for Environmental Rights (CER) also points out that if the project 
were to go ahead, the Eskom board of directors were to go ahead with power 

purchase agreements for the Karpowership projects, they would be breaching 
their fiduciary duties in terms of the Public Finance Management Act, the 

Companies Act and the King Code. 

Perhaps 350Africa.org has hit the nail on the head. “The Risk Mitigation IPP 
Procurement Programme (RMIPPPP) – a programme to procure emergency 
power – has seemingly been rigged from the start to favour gas with the 

powerships project kick-starting a gas market in South Africa. 

350Africa.org has also delivered petitions to potential funders of Karpowership 
SA demanding they abandon the deal. The Development Bank of Southern 
Africa, Industrial Development Corporation, Investec, and Absa, have 

emphasised that no decisions have been made 

While the ANC pats its back that “thanks to it around 85% of South African 
households have access to electricity”, the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow 

seems to be tarnishing. Is this why Minister Mantashe is suddenly re-

awakening plans for nuclear power? 

Climate change 

Karpowership’s projects also directly contradict the May 2021 UNEP Global 
Methane Assessment Summary Report, which states that, “without relying on 
future massive-scale deployment of unproven carbon removal technologies, 
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expansion of natural gas infrastructure and usage is incompatible with keeping 

warming to 1.5oC.” 

No doubt Minister Barbara Creecy will be having to answer a lot of questions 

at the COP26 climate change conference next month. 

Important Climate Change Measures for South Africa Adopted by Cabinet 

• Karpowership has been present in Africa for many years. In November 
2015, it negotiated with Zambia and Mozambique to deploy the 115-

MW Karadeniz Powership Irem Sultan on the Mozambican coast, with the 
aim of bringing electricity to Zambia through Mozambique. The venture 
lasted two years (2016-2018), supplying 16% of Zambia’s needs. 
Karpowership then signed a new contract with state-

owned Electricidade de Moçambique (EdM) to deploy the 125-
MW Karadeniz Powership Mehmet Bey, a converted RORO paper carrier 

which now supplies 10% of Mozambique’s electricity needs. 

                                                          ……………………………………. 


