
 

 

 

TO:  ALL BOAT OWNERS 

FROM:  INLAND AND OFFSHORE 

DATE:  3rd November 2021 

RE:  Club Safety Officer responsibility and boat inspections 

 

Dear Commodores, Club Managers, and Club Safety Officers, 

There are certain prescribed requirements under the National Small Vessel Safety Regulations, published on in 

August of 2007, that I wish to highlight. I am sure most of us are well aware of these regulations however I 

have come to realise that there are also a number of persons in extremely important roles within our boating 

community, who are also very unaware of these regulations and laws that govern the use of vessels on water 

ways, whether inland or coastal.  

The following is a link to the complete NSVSR document and encourage everyone in a safety or management 

role within our clubs to read and share the following information. 

https://cdn.revolutionise.com.au/cups/sas/files/g4kgwhnkorvs0slp.pdf 

SA Sailing, as an appointed and accredited agency of SAMSA, has appointed numerous Safety Officers and 

Examiners around the country, both of which for fill a vital role in the safety of our sailing and larger boating 

community. 

Our safety officers are only appointed after attending the SAMSA surveyor course and successfully passing the 

SAMSA examination. Much experience is needed before attempting this course with regards to general boat 

maintenance and repairs, so as to ensure your appointment is not only theoretical but also practical. These 

Safety Officers are responsible for performing Hull Inspections and Vessel Safety Inspections, after which a Hull 

Inspection Certificate and/or a Certificate of Fitness is issue by SA Sailing if all is in order. 

Hull Inspection Certificates 

Last month I shared a high-level overview regarding the Hull Inspection process, and just to recap. 

1. Boats that are 9 meters or over must have a valid hull inspection certificate when renewing or 

applying for its annual certificate of fitness. 

2. A boat under 9 meters wanting a COF or applying for a commercial LGSC must also comply to the 

hull inspection certificate requirements. 

3. A SA Sailing appointed safety officer must perform the hull inspection every 4 years, with the owner 

performing his own hull inspection survey 2 years after the safety officers survey. 

https://cdn.revolutionise.com.au/cups/sas/files/g4kgwhnkorvs0slp.pdf


 

4. A hull inspection certificate is only valid for 2 years from date of inspection and submission to SA 

Sailing, and a further 2 years after the owner has submitted his own new hull inspection report to SA 

Sailing. 

5. The vessel must be slipped and inspected whilst out of the water by an appointed SA Sailing Safety 

officer. The vessel may not be inspected by a diver or whilst in the water. 

6. The owners own hull inspection submission and declaration is to be submitted to SA Sailing and is 

received in good faith that the owner of the boat has applied his mind and good judgement to the 

forms and requirements. The owner always retains responsibility for his submission. 

And wish to further add for clarity 

7. Boats that awe water-born must get a Hull Inspection certificate separate to a COF. Water-born 

implies that the boat lives in the water and is not removed immediately after use and dry stored back 

on its own trailer. 

Certificate of Fitness 

All recreational sailing vessels of 9 meter or over and all recreational power vessels with 15HP or greater must 

always have a valid COF available on the vessel. A COF is only valid for 12 months from initial inspection and 

must be renewed annually. This renewal inspection must be requested via the SA Sailing portal, and there are a 

few prerequisites that must be achieved prior to the Safety Officer arriving to inspect the vessel. 

There are also different types of COF’s that can be issues, namely from an Inland water only Category R rating, 

to an Offshore Category A Rating. It is important that you familiarise yourselves with these ratings, the different 

safety equipment requirements, as well as usage range and restrictions applied under these ratings. 

For example, a Category R vessel may not be used on the seas however may be operated on inland waters 

(Sheltered), which may include certain protected harbours. A Category C vessel may only be used during the day 

up to 15 nautical miles offshore and 30 nautical miles from a safe haven (e.g. A Harbour for a large vessel or 

sailboat, and a beach for a rubber duck) 

Vessels not requiring a Certificate of Fitness 

All recreational sailing vessels under 9 meters in length and recreational power vessels less than 15HP do not 

require a COF or Hull Inspection Certificate, however you must be aware that under the NSVSR’s there are still 

safety requirements that must be met and adhered to. 

The Inland and Offshore team do wish to make the following suggestion to all clubs going forward, and this is 

based on our experiences and challenges faced over many years with Port Authorities as well as incidences 

where vessels less than 9 meters where involved, such as: L26’s, J22’s, Hunter 19’s, Viking’s, Vivacities, Flying 

Dutchman’s, Hobie Cats, Darts, Lasers, and far more. 

We wish to recommend that all club safety officers perform an annual inspection of all under 9-meter vessels 

where a COF is not required and issue the boat with a Club COF. This can be as simple as inviting all your small 

boat users to a bi-annual event, all boats rigged, and quickly checked for basic seaworthiness and safety 

equipment requirements. 

This can then be maintained on a register and even an annual sticker provided to be always visible on the boat. 

A small fee of R50 could be charged per vessel by the club to administer such the process. This furthermore 

helps improve general water safety for our club members and visitors. 

 

Launching and Slipways 

Over the past few years, several of the clubs have become firmer with management of slipways and launching, 

requiring launch permits to be issued by their bosun’s or club manager prior to launch. SA Sailing Inland and 



 

Offshore supports this and wish to encourage those clubs not yet managing this strictly, to please implement 

proper management and safety compliance checks prior to allowing a vessel to be launched. 

Things that should be validated are the vessels COF, as well as that the skipper has the required Skippers Ticket 

Category rating to operate the vessel in the specific water. For example, on Inland Waters this would both be a 

category R COF for the vessel and a category R for the Skipper. The skipper ticket and COF should be on the 

boat whenever it is in use and on the water, failure of which may cause the skipper to be fined or even the boat 

impounded by SAPS. 

 

For more detailed information, please go to the following link, where you can also apply for Listing of your vessel 

with SA Sailing, COF’s, HIC’, and more. 

https://www.sailing.org.za/what-we-do/vessel-listing-and-safety/ 

 

The Inland and Offshore team at SA Sailing will continue to engage with SAMSA and assist boat owners to apply 

the regulations of SAMSA in a friendly and informative environment. We are extremely proud of the team 

engaging regularly with SAMSA as well as our Safety Officers who are serving our clubs and the sailing 

community at large. 

I always assure you of our best intentions from the Inland and Offshore team. 

 

Regards 

Anthony Engelbrecht 

https://www.sailing.org.za/what-we-do/vessel-listing-and-safety/


 

 


