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Large amounts of litter washed ashore on Milnerton Beach, near the mouth of 
Rietvlei, following a winter storm. Photo: P Ryan 

Did you know that plastic consumption demand in Africa is set 
to increase by 375% from 2015 to 2060, fuelled by predicted 
GDP and population increases? If this continues unabated 
then Africa would follow Asia in becoming the next regional 
plastic pollution hotspot. Fortunately, South Africa has realized 
it needs to be proactive to make sure this doesn’t become a 
reality. 
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This week the Cabinet adopted South Africa’s negotiating mandate on the draft 
resolution of an internationally legally binding instrument on plastic pollution. 

This is to be tabled at the resumed 5th session of the United Nations 
Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) scheduled to take place in Nairobi, Kenya, 

from 28 February to 2 March 2022. 

In supporting the resolution by Rwanda and Peru to address plastic pollution, 
South Africa joins 184 countries who have already expressed their support to 

initiate negotiations on a new global agreement on plastic pollution. 

This about turn from the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, 
MS Barbara Creecy, is an interesting development considering that she failed 
to turn up at the Global Ministerial Meeting on Marine Litter and Plastic Pollution 

held on 2 September 2021. 

Call for Global Plastics Treaty, South Africa Prefers its Own Waste Management 

Plan 

Update. Where South African Stands on Plastic and Marine Litter 

The African continent position 

South Africa has made it clear it is in support of addressing the issue of marine 

litter and plastic pollution in line with the position proposed by the African 
continent. In particular, mandating the Executive Director of Unep to establish 
an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) under UNEA to negotiate 
an internationally legally binding instrument on plastic pollution given the 

environmental challenges faced as a consequence of plastic pollution. 

The Resolution also proposes provisions which should be addressed by an 

internationally legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, namely: 

• The objectives of the instrument and establish as necessary targets, 
definitions, methodologies, formats and obligations 

• To address product design and use, including compounds, additives 

and harmful substances as well as intentionally added microplastics; 
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• To promote national acting plans to prevent, reduce and remediate 
plastic pollution, tailored to local and national circumstances and the 

characteristics of specific sectors and support regional and 
international cooperation and coordination; 

• To increase knowledge through awareness raising and information 
exchange on best practices to prevent plastic pollution and promote 

behavioral change; 
• To monitor and report on national and international progress on 

implementation of the agreement; 
• To provide scientific and socio-economic assessments and to monitor 

and report on plastic pollution in the environment; 
• To cooperate and coordinate with relevant regional and international 

conventions, instruments and organisations; 
• To specify financial and technical arrangements as well as technology 

transfer assistance to support implementation of the convention 
• To address implementation and compliance issues; 

• To promote research and development into innovative solutions. 

Support for developing countries 

South Africa will also, additional to these provisions listed above, request for 
the inclusion of the recognition of the special needs and circumstances of 

Africa. 

It wants the internationally legally binding global agreement on plastics 
pollution to include the principles of equity and common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities in light of national circumstances. 

South Africa will also stress the need for new, additional and predictable 
finance, including technology transfer, develop and deployment as well as 
capacity building to support developing countries, in particular Africa for its 

implementation. 
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Reaction 

The collective response from the Green Anglicans, Greenpeace, groundwork, 

IUCN and WWF South Africa, has been to welcome the government’s support 

of a global plastics treaty. 

They are encouraging the government to complement this with immediate 

measures to address the menace of plastic pollution. 

Greenpeace Africa would also like to see a legally binding treating considering 
the entire lifecycle of plastic starting with the origin of plastic pollution, namely 

the oil and gas industries and associated supply chain industries. 

“Governments must rein in on these industries with stricter regulations and 

the removal of all fossil fuels subsidies,” comments Nhlanhla Sibisi. 

“South Africa can reduce the impact of plastic by adopting zero waste systems 
aimed at stopping plastic at the production phase. If we want to address the 
issue, then we need to ensure that we focus on prevention rather than the 

cure,” says Niven Reddy of groundwork. 

“We support the emphasis on the need for new, additional and predictable 
finance and means of implementation to support developing countries to 

ensuring successful implementation of such an internationally legally binding 

agreement. 

New report highlights the challenge for Africa 

“All countries, including South Africa, need to take immediate steps to address 
plastic pollution across the lifecycle of plastic, irrespective of the form, content 
or timing of the UN process,” says Dr Prabhat Upadhyaya, Senior Policy 

Analyst: Climate and Plastics, WWF South Africa. 

WWF, which has just released a new report titled “Plastic Pollution in Africa: 
Policy Gaps and Opportunities”, notes that plastic pollution is not confined to 
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any one country or continent, as plastic waste moves via atmospheric currents, 

transboundary waterways and ocean currents. 

The report not only contextualizes the plastic pollution challenge for Africa, but 
also focuses on the role of policy and legal frameworks in addressing them. 
While there are existing agreements and initiatives aimed at addressing plastic 

pollution on national, subregional, regional and global levels, most are 

fragmented and weak. 

Therefore, it encourages African governments to actively participate and 

provide African perspectives and priorities in the negotiations towards a new 

global legally binding treaty for addressing plastics pollution. 

To download the full report, go 

to: https://wwfafrica.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_plastic_pollution.

pdf?38342/plastic-pollution-in-africa 

                                               ……………… 

 


