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The use of drones and other motorized devices including 
electric reels for recreational fishing purposes comes under the 
spotlight once again. This time there is a warning that they will 
be confiscated if they are used. 

Late yesterday, the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 

(DFFE) published a public notice that warns that it plans to enforce the 
regulations that govern recreational fishing in terms of the Marine Living 

Resources Act, 1998 (Act No 18 of 1998). 



2 
 

In terms of the regulations, “angling” means fishing recreationally using the 
traditional rod, reel and line or one or more separate lines to which no more 

than 10 hooks are attached per line. 

It says it will be confiscating motorised devices used to carry bait including 
bait-carrying drones, bait-carrying remote-controlled boats and other 

remotely operated vehicles. Motorised electric reels are also on the list. 

At the heart of the message is that DFFE deems some recreational fishers are 
illegally catching fish as well as sharks and is concerned about the conservation 

status of several fish and shark species that are being targeted. 

This is in line with a paper “The emergence of marine recreational drone 
fishing: Regional trends and emerging concerns”, published last year 

highlighting the pros and cons of using drones to fish from a science and 

research perspective. 

Response 

Predictably the response to the public notice has been varied. While some 
comment that power driven fishing reels, radio-controlled boats and drones 
defeat the pleasure of fishing with a rod, reel and line, others write the public 

notice off as pure trash. 

It’s best summed up by one comment: “we must learn to limit our catch rather 

than catch our limit.” 

Read everything that has been published on this website about the use of 
drones:UPDATE. Drone Fishing Conversation Leads to Call for Regulation Over 

Any Kind of BanUsing Drones to Fish. Cool or Cop-out 

Armchair Fishermen and the Ethics of Using Drones 
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