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The unenviable job of recovering live lobster for rehabilitation. Source: Twitter 

It’s a sight you never get used to. An estimated 500 tonnes of 
west coast rock lobster has walked out of the water and many 
other marine species have beached on the Cape West Coast. 
It is not just South Africa’s coastline that has been affected 
though. 

The heartbreaking sight of the hundreds of tons of dead west coast rock lobster 

on beaches in the vicinity of Elands Bay and Doringbaai on the Cape West 
Coast, will no doubt be upsetting to the entire commercial west coast rock 

lobster fishery. 
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This year they were restricted to just 700 tonnes total allowable catch, but 
only after they had to fight to be granted more quota. West Coast Rock Lobster 

2021-22 Season. Small-scale Fishers Refuse to Take the Pain. Furthmore, in 

most areas / zones the season only ends on 15 March. 

Commercial West Coast Rock Lobster Fishers Can Take More, Says CAF 

A natural phenomenon 

But according to the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
(DFFE), the walkout is a natural phenomenon and due to the algal bloom (red 

tide) that has been developing in coastal waters. 

It is caused by a dense accumulation of microscopic algae. Some of the algae 
species are harmful because they contain toxic substances which are 

poisonous to humans. 

The Department says it has activated its west coast rock lobster contingency 
plan, and issued a “Situation Red Alert”, which places all government 

roleplayers on standby. This includes the West Coast District Municipality, 
Cederberg Municipality, Souh African Police Services, South African National 

Defence Force, Western Cape Province, and local communities. 

The Department as well as local municipalities and law enforcement are 
working together to assist in rescuing live lobsters and with clean-up 

operations. 

All recovered live lobster will be rehabilitated and returned to the sea once the 

red tide has abated, the Department says. 

Last year the estimated walkout of west coast rock lobster was about 200 

tonnes, but in the past it has been as much as 2000 tonnes (2004). Read the 

article: Red Tide Causes Mass Mortalities of Rock Lobster 

Namibia’s mullet and jellyfish wash up 
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Two weeks ago, the Namibian Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
reported the wash-up of dying mullet and jellyfish in Walvis Bay lagoon and 

harbour areas, including at Swakopmund. 

Also a regular occurance this time of the year, the algal blooms which if they 

persist, have been known to threaten aquaculture farms along the coastline. 

Satellite images confirmed the red tide phenomenon along the central 
Namibian coast and water temperatures around 25 degrees Celcius. This, 
coupled with weakened south-westerly winds and no active upwelling taking 

place, was the reason for the water to warm and make conditions favourable 

for algal blooms. 

The results of water samples taken from the affected areas indicated these 

blooms were caused by non-toxic species and were safe to eat in a fresh state. 

“As we presumed the wash-up of the fish was caused by the anoxic conditions 
due to the use up of the oxygen by the algae in the area,” said the MFMR in a 

statement. 

The Ministry added that the lobster and other marine species die-off was due 
to a combination of factors including mud clogging the gills of the fish and 

crustaceans, exposure to fresh water, and low oxygen. 

The MFMR said that although these species do not contain toxins, it did not 
encourage consumption of wash-up organisms as they could have started 

decaying and are thus unfit for human consumption.  

                                        …………………….. 

 


