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Until recently bird scaring lines (or tori lines as they are called in the trade), 
have been used by fishing vessels, whilst observers onboard have monitored 

seabird bycatch. But now electronic monitoring devices are being used. 

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) is making available 
almost a million US Dollars for projects that include satellite 
tagging stingrays, translocating sea urchins and developing 
deep-sea cameras. 

It has identified 22 projects and fisheries that will be benefiting from its 

Ocean Stewardship Fund. None of the projects this year are in sub-Saharan 

Africa. 
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Previously money was directed from this fund to test new methods to 
monitor and reduce accidental bycatch of threatened seabirds in South 

Africa. 

It’s For the Birds! Hake Fisheries Strive to Lessen the Impact on our Feathery 

Friends 

Albatross Conservation. SA Leads Awareness Campaign 

Third party donations 

Now in its third year, the MSC’s Ocean Stewardship Fund redirects 5% of its 
annual royalties from the sales of MSC certified sustainable seafood to 

accelerate the sustainability of fisheries globally. 

The fund is also expanding in scope and reach this year, as it opens up to 

third-party donations from funders. 

Amid global concerns about the depletion of ocean biodiversity, this year’s 

grants focus in part, on driving improvements that better protect 
endangered, threatened, or protected species or vulnerable marine 
ecosystems. Projects benefitting are in Argentina, Greenland, Australia, the 

United Kingdom, and France. 

A total of USD936000 in the form of 22 grants ranging from USD6500 to 
USD68000 each, are awarded to fisheries, scientists, NGOs and students 
from 12 countries to aid international efforts in marine conservation and 

sustainable fishing. 

At least half of the grants (USD459000) are supporting fisheries in 
developing economies that are transitioning to sustainable practices, 

including Indonesia, Mexico and India. 

Projects highlighted 
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Harnessing satellite tagging technology in the Mediterranean, the MSC 
certified SATHOAN artisanal bluefin tuna fishery will use the funding to 

understand better how stingray populations may be affected by fishing 

activity. 

The fishery releases any stingrays accidentally caught on longlines back into 

the ocean but needs more data to understand how the population is 

impacted long-term. 

New Shark and Ray Species Identified 

Automated, illuminated, and underwater camera monitoring systems are 
being designed with funding received by the Western Australian government. 
The cameras will be used to map overlaps between the MSC certified West 

Coast crab fishery and remote deep-sea habitats. 

The unique system will be designed to withstand high pressure down to 1000 
metres deployment to collect habitat data which will be used to apply 

relevant management measures. 

Another grant will also support an investigation into whether translocating 
red sea urchins to areas with higher densities of kelp will help stocks to 

recover. 

Local marine heatwaves, resulting in a decline in kelp forests which the 
urchins rely on for food, alongside overfishing have led to a localised decline 

in sea urchin populations. The research, led by Autonomous University of 
Baja California (UABC) in Mexico hopes to understand whether translocations 
are improving sea urchin condition or in fact, doing more damage than good 

to the wider ecosystem. 

Fishers hope that by moving the urchins to an area with an abundance of 

algae to eat, the population may improve. 

Focus on marine biodiversity 
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Rupert Howes, Chief Executive of the Marine Stewardship Council says the 
focus on marine biodiversity will help push forward scientific understanding 

of how improvements can be made in fishing practices to minimise 

ecosystem impacts. 

“Without doubt, our collective efforts can help to ensure our oceans remain 

productive and resilient in the face of the growing pressures and demands 
placed on them but much more needs to be done and urgently if we are to 

deliver the UN Strategic Development Goals by 2030.” 

Since the establishment of the Ocean Stewardship Fund in 2019, the fund 

has issued 64 grants to a total sum of USD2.8 million. 

                                                          …………………………………. 


