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South Africa’s environmental laws have come under scrutiny in recent 
years. There are some good reasons for this, but last month the 
NEMBLA Bill finally became an Act. 

The National Environmental Laws Amendment (NEMBLA) Bill was first introduced to 
Parliament in 2017. Over the last few years the contents have been refined and in future 

the new NEMBLA Act will help to manage non-compliance with environmental laws better. 

According to Webber Wentzel attorneys who helped draft it, it will mean new offences, 

fines, penalties and wider enforcement of environmental laws. 
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In an article on www.polity.org.za, Webber Wentzel says, “once the Act comes into 
operation, it will officially introduce a wholesale shift in South Africa’s envirionmental 

legislative landscape.” 

The Act is yet to be proclaimed by the President on a date still to be fixed. 

Watch out for the alerts about proposed amendments 

Webber Wentzel says further that it will be issuing alerts about proposed amendments to 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (NEMA), the National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (NEMAQA), and National Environmental Management: 

Waste Act, 2008 (NEMWA), among others. 

This could mean changes for your business in how it operates. 

Webber Wentzel lists some examples of what has changed. These are relevant to 
environmental authorisation, duty of care obligations, rehabilitation and/or closure 
responsibility, and changes in competency of the Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy 

who will have less power when the NEMLA Act is signed into law. 

Says Webber Wentzel: “We were kept on tenterhooks until the very end, when, despite 
being passed by both the National Assembly and the National Council of Provinces on 1 

March 2022, it too       k almost four months for the Bill to be published.” 

“Act No. 2 of 2022 is undoubtedly the most significant piece of environmental legislation 

since the implementation of the One Environmental System (OES) in 2014,” it concludes. 

                                           …………………………………. 

 


